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Arrorro& tho-ias, m. f iotehhax srcnrjTT -s. tor to® ffo 
CRU3NAX DIVISION OP EEPARTIEHT HIS ADVISED BUT SUBJECT* 
RB0I3TRATICK ONCER THE FOREIGN AGENTS RBOIBTBATXCN ACT WILL B 
SOUCITED AND REQUESTED THAT SUBJECT* PRESENT ADDRESS K 
ASCERTAINED AND FURNISHED THE D6PARTUXT. 100 ARE INSTRUCTED TO 
SUTEt SUBJECT* PRESENT ADTRESS. 

HOOVER 

100-11146 
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FBdAEiS&AO of investigation 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NEW YORK 

as mmmr* 

Transmit the following Teletype meeeage 

CJ 

ANTONINA THO] 




i 


7 . . I 



3AIRTEL, DECEMBER NINE LAST. SUBJECT 
RESIDING ollB ZERO SeTeN WEST EIG^T Pcfl 


NY. 


UR ST., NY TWENTY FOUR */v/' 


cir* n i a ^ i ast^cJ , 


BOARDMAN 
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RSP : MAC ( #6 ) y 11A 
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Approved:. 


Sent. 


Per. 




Special Agent in Charge 
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l /- * . .. 
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■:ti ihpormation - com^^iAL 


¥*i 


CC - Mr* Belmon 


Assistant Attorney General 
Charles B* Murray 
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Fecenber 17, 19 52 


>} 
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Director, FBI 



/eW/ZfW/^ 

A*. TOKINA THOMAS * was. 


INTERNAL SECURITY • B 
REGISTRATION ACT 


Referenoe la aade to your aemorandua dated 
peeenber 2*, 1952* your rafaranca CEK jVEFtFEJtrc 12*6-1- 
>1-5279* in which you requested to ba advised of the 
present address of Thoaaa* 


Please ba advised that Antonina Thonas la 
presently residing at 107 West 8i*th street* New York 2k* 
Mew York* 
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LABOR UNION AFFILIATION: 

DRAFT STATUS OR STATUS IN RESERVES* 
CRIMINAL RECCED: 



March k, 1953 


A 


S 

y 


On 

ifiC^oiT moauTlfljr - co 



Assistant Attorney General 
Warren 01m jr ZZZ 


Director, FBI 


o 

AVTOMIKA TB0KA8 
DfTERNAL MCUAEtT - B 
IBTERNAL SECURITY ACT Of 1950 


ft!.L SK?G!!'**T ! OH CONTAINED 


tiT :”f FT | W * C|HI 


DATE / 6 - 7 - fP - 


Reference Is wsdt to t:o aeaorsndw of foraer Assistant 
Attorns? Osnsrsl Charles B. Murray dated December *, 1952, 
CMtVSftfEJirc, 1*6-1-51-5279* which advised that Tuoaea' 
registration under tbs foreign Agents Registration Act would be 
solicited. 


Zt would be appreciated If you will adrlee If 


registered. 
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'Jjice lyiemoranaum • united states government 


TO 


FROM 


« W. A. Branigan 

: J. E. U/ V " A 

CTCMD.A%C 


datbi April 2, 1953 


SUBJECT: ANTCMI.A THOMAS, was 

r.rSfC.AL SECURITY - R 
D. TERi.AL SEXRITY ACT CF 1950 


all j*— r—rira 

k — *” T ~ T ‘ -:rijp 

e;t: 1 1 

otherwise,, , . - 


Ihomas is the widow of General Walter. G. Krivitsky, 
wiio died in the U.S. in 1941 and was in the employ of Soviet 
military intelligence for many years. 
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Director, FBI (105-22669) 
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SAC, New York (105-6073) 



ALEXANDER ORLOV, waft 
!S - R/~> k 


IK , ^:r 


12 / 18/53 
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Letter to Director. PBI 

NY 105-6073 


^nokriifi 
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prepare the story concerning hie defection and his 
activities as a Soviet official. This story appeared In 
\ the "Saturday Evening Post" Magazine and later in a book 
by KRIVITSKY entitled "In Stalin’s Secret Service" published 
/ In 1939* In the magazine articles and in the book 
KRIVITSKY is represented as a former general in the Red Army 
Intelligence* 

ORLOV stated that the writer who assisted KRIVITSKY 
and with whom ORLOV spoke said that Just before the articles 
were to be published in the "Saturday Evening Post"* 

KRIVITSKY came to the writer and told him that he could not 
permit the story to be published in the form In which it had 
been prepared because he, KRIVITSKY, had never been a general 
in the Red Amy Intelligence. 

According to ORLOV, the writer told KRIVITSKY that 
he had to go ahead with the story as it was prepared beeauis 
KRIVITSKY had signed a contract. KRIVITSKY finally agreed 
to let the story represent him as a former general In the 
Red Army Intelligence. 

ORLOV declined to furnish the name of the writer 
with whom he talked and who assisted KRIVITSKY in the preparation 
of his story* 

Agents of the NYO believe that the writer with 
whom ORLOV sp oke is probably ISAAC DON LEVINE. It is noted 
that recently^HHHIHHB^informed agents of the NYO b^c 
that ORLOV had told him that ISAAC XN LEVINE had attempted 
to contact him. 
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fey JSftgC Dor Levltse - vhich in tog fteptonhg^ Qctohrr md 

Javeaber, 19^3, iujet of the Mguloi, 'Plain Tall." ( 100 -111^6 - 65 ) 


On October 11, 1939# Crlritsky testified before e Special 
OoHlttee on TJa-toerlcan Activities of the 0. 8. Souse of Representatives . 

A Xx^ZmC^Lp* Gf f O vO#wl»OOy li fwtu Ou pS gE S JifiJ otiTwOgji 

$7^2, Tolaae 9 of the Coaalttee 1 * report pertaining to "Iavestigatlone 
of Un-Anerlcan propaganda Activities In the United States." ( 61 - 7582 # Tol. \ 

It Is believed toe above elll assist you In jour future.' 


foestlonlng of the source. 
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FBI 


TO 


t 


W. A, BBANIGAI 


EATS: November 30, 1953 


FROM ; . J.-f. WALLACE 


/ 


SUBJECT: ISMAIL AEEMED07, with aliases 

INTERNAL SECUEITT - E^, 

/ , /—? f S‘ S' li 

The attoobed Bfcotootate o/ 170 me»orandi« to the 
Bureau, dated October 37, 2953, captioned "Ismail Akhmedov, 
aka Ismail Sge ; Internal Security -Jt n should be placed in 
the following Bureau files: 


61-5381 

61-7728 

65-57857 

65-5785 9 

65-57876 

65-58363 

65-60588 

65-60953 
65-60 954 

65-61685 

65-62198 

74-1333 

. 100-11146 

100-183386 

100-287685 

l 100-341549 

I 100-331960 

100 - 3540^6 


.Attachment 

100-351199 
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Memorandum 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




^©HECTOR, IBI (100-351199) 


PATE: October 2T, 1953 


t 'YftOM » MAC, WO j(6^L9h2) 

fXSMAIL%apX)T 
ta Zmil%« ' 
ITBUULL 8BCUHITT - B 


*U»JBCT: 


^ oMtaqralrtel diUd October 2$, 1953. 

1 ^Ouliil the lnUrvlwa of the subject on October 2Li and 25, 

1 <1953, ’•ffort# Mr* and* to clarify the discrepancies in th« infor- 
fcftMtlai ft* oontoinod In th* 111** of the Washing too Field Office to 
t*4ho Information attributed to th* anbject hr EGBERT MORRIS, Counsel 
f#r the Jenner Coni t tee, 

\ the following info mat! on was obtained front the subject during 

Uk* oouree of these lnterrlewsa 

| -i PPBCnOM 

’ the subject on October 2U, 1953, ftdrised be had been questioned / 
Mr, MORRIS a* to th* step* undertaken by bin when he defected free ^ 
, the Soviets 1 b l$h2« fiWIbjf furnished the following information regard- 
ing till* defections^ 

nc 
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WFO 65-1+942 


KATYN PVSST 

The subject advised that he has no Information 
regarding the happenings in the Katyn Forest massacre other 
than he has obtained through reading newspapers and books 
.regarding this incident. 

’ ; ' v - ^:VALTgn y rJ i V ITSKY : f ' J 

The subject advised he- hail hoTjersonal knowledge 
regarding WALTER KRIVITSKY but assumes from what he has 
read that KRIVITSKY’s liquidation was ordered by Moscow. 

The subject advised during this interview that 
generally speaking the intelligence activities of the legal 
reBldentsand the Illegal residents pf Section IV were con- 
sidered to be very poor during the time he functioned as Chief 
of this section. During this time the United 8tates was not 
■the prime target for penetFa l'Ion P 7 sovi e t T tu e nts ■a Kjlnm a h 
Red Array Heallquar IPl tt Was yl talj.? j ^araatati in pptamtu 
information fTtflrTYhiiT country. The prime target of intel- 
.llgence during ThAT 15'0PlOtJ "Wfts Germany. Generally speaking 
Russian intelligence was at a low ebb in the late 1930* s 
and early 194° ' a due to the purges of Red Anny officers that 
took place. In Russia. The high ranking officers who assumed 
"positions of importance in Red Array Intelligence after 
-these purges mistrusted the agents who had been affiliated 
ntlth their predecessor and In many instances ordered them 
-returned to Russia so they could replace them with agents 
of their own choosing. 

The subject advised on October 26, 1953* ^that 
subsequent to his return from New York he will contact the 
Washington Field Office and make himself -available for re- 
interview. 
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lolf Robert, with eleven investigative reports 
in the ease entitled Sans Brasses and Others , Espionage - £• 

( 65-33154 ^ 
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Initial tAeory regarding Irlo(i<ky r t death was that Erivitsky 
committed suicide of his own accord due to hit own feelings 
induced by scononic difficulty and "kopelsss home 1 if 4 • " 

This is set out on page IS of the report of Special Agent 
WttKb dated March 24, 1942, at Mew Terh City , tn the Mans 
Brueeee cose mentioned above • 
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According to references tn Souse Locunent Mo* 
61st Congress, Second Session, " foreign Relations of the 
United .'totes 1953-1939, the Soviet Union," the sentence 
death woe carried out on General Tukha jhepekt and others 
including one Sutna, former Soviet Military Attache fa 
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session of the Supreme Court of the USSR • (65-37939-264, 
pages 379-383) 
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Ze^fnt otctotfj "J alto recalled tt [rioitsky the startling 
<<«■ which hod cropped out during kit /trot all-night 
meeting i pith thittaker Chambers, involving a major on the 
general otaff of the O.S. Army, a graduate 0/ Went Point . 

It appeared tha t thio officer, ie*o mi given to exceooive 
drinking , had been maneuvered into becoming a paid spy 
of the Soviet military intelligence . St* premature death mo 
regarded a* a bleu by the chief* of the Sootet underworld. I 
tried to find out from Irivitsky if the kremlin had , to bio 
knowledge $ any ether a gente in cur national defonno depart- 
ments .' 7 Thto quoted paragraph mao merely the fstroduttfos 
to the quotation from "Plain Talk" on pago one of thin 
memorandum . Levine nt that t<«« did sot attribute to Irioitnky 
any 0 to teseoto regarding Putna or a deceased American major. 

Any additional data coming to your attention regarding 
these matter e would be of interest. 
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Orlov* t commemto on Iriviteky’e book entitled 
"J h Stalin’ o secret Service " are contained in our report 
of June 23, 1954, entitled "Alexander Orlov , with alio iseo. 
Internal Securtty • B,” a copy of whtch woe furnished to 
your Agency on September 10, 1964, There to no additional 
pertinent information or references ©oncerulny krivi toky’o 
ecttotttee which have not preoiouely been furniehed to you * 

Hth r«/ere*c« to contacting Chambers , this 
Bureau has in recent sentAe refrained from making any 
contacts with Chambers uhtch were not absolutely nec senary 
in ate* of his serious heart condition , Ur* l. Reese 
Wilkins ef Westminster, Maryland, who to Chambers’ 
physician, had advised this Bureau that en October 20, 

1965, Chambers suffered another tevere heart attack and 
would be confined to bed for an extended period of time* 

Dr* kilktne recommended against any contacto which might 
excite Chambers and even prior to this time Mrs, Chambers 
had requested tAot contacts kith her husband be held to an 
absolute minimum and only in connection with most important 
and urgent matters* Jd' (u!) 
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DATB: June B; 


subject: % ALTER G , KRIYITSKY 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


l 


SYNOPSIS , 



Isaac Don^Levine, free-lance writer , indicated 
in press to have told British Embassy, Washington, D, C ,. 
in 1939 that two Soviet agents had penetrated British 


i gents had penetrated British 
Foreign Service . Indicated one had been executed in 
Tower of London and the other had all the characteristics 
of Donald Daclean , Any rep resentations b y Levine to 
British unknown to Bureau, L \ 



R ECOMLENDATIUN: 

None, For your information. 
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Memo randum for L. V • Boardman 


DETAILS 


Newspapers 6-7-56 carried stories that Isaac Don 


Levine, free-lance writer, testified at hearing of Senate 
Internal Security Subconmitte e that in 1939 he, Levine, 
had told the British Embassy in Washington, D. C • , that 

•4- in n .Q mil b + o m a 6 Ji n rJ » n 7 ^ r + V + 6 r> 1 n fl « n ft 

VLU UT vu V 1/ * t u •* W »iU 1/ » V «? • 

Xe cine jtestifi ed he got the information from the late 

Walter Krivitsky. Levine also testified that one of these 
was later identified as a man named King who held a key 
spot in the code room of the British Coneuiar Office . 
According to Levine, ihe British executed King in October, 
1939 , in zhe Tower of London • (<* i 


man as a member of a Scottish familv and a uouna intellectual 

V v V %w %jr 

communist with artistic interests which Levine stated were /*. I 
all characteristics of Donald Maclean . ‘ / 

A British spokesman was quoted as saying that 
King had been convicted on e vidence relayed from the United States • 


Levine said Krivitsky had described the second 
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SaysHeToTT; 
British About 
2 Spies in '39 

By GWEN GIBSON j 

THE NEW* Bur»»n | 

W ashington, June 6— A Russian- 
born author today testified the 
British government knew in 1 t>riO 
that two Soviet spies, one resem- 
bling Donald Maclean, had in- f r ' 
filtrated its diplomatic corps. t 

1 Isaac Don Levine, of Waldorf, 

Md., now an American citizen, 
told the Senate Internal Security 
SuWommittee that he went to the i 

d.-o:. w %« W’«jcViin<^tnn 

IJI HI3H !_.,!* \JV-. ■ . j •* -C f 

that year with information about .*■* * 1 
the Soviet agents. He said he. 
got it f rom Gen. W alter Krivitsky* 
once chief of the Soviet secret | 
service in Western Europe. 

Found One, He Sa>§ 

“At fiist they looked it me 
with obvious smiles of incredu- 
lity * he said. “But later that 
, year the British learned that 
i one member of the Soviet under- 
I ground named King was holding 
| a key spot in the code room of 
I the British consular office.” 

Levine testified that the British 
then slipped Krivitsky into Lon- 
don to assist them in identifying 
the second man* who * 4 it was | 
known” was working in the For- 
eign Service in London, 

Levine said Krivitsky had de- 
1 arribed the second man as a 
member of a Scottish family and 
a young intellectual Communist 
with artistic interests — “all char 
arteiistics of Maclean.” • 

Executed in. Tower 
Levine said the British* even 
I with KrivitsKy’s help, could never 
tun down the second man but 
that they executed King (who 
was not otherwise identified) in 
j October, 1939, in the Tower of 
London. 

Subcommittee counsel Robert 
Morris introduced evidence into 
the recto d that former State De- 
partment aid Alger Hiss had 
kept appointments in lflifl-ttith 
‘M g cl ea ir at the embassy here. 
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British Bare Sentencing 
Of Russian Spy in 1939\ 


Retired Army Officer in Foreign Office 
Got 10 Years, Portly on U. S, Evidence 

LONDON, June 7 (&i .— The Foreign Office revealed today a 

( British court in the World War II period sentenced Capt. John 
Herbert King to 10 years in prison for giving secrets to the 
Covij; Union in September 1939. He was freed after the war. 

t ^A Foreign Office spokesman said King had been convicted 
on evidence relayed from the ^ 

United States. « ■ * siderable amount of evidence was 


King was a retired Army officer received from the United States 
working in the communications which "might have involved a 
sections of the Foreign Office. British diplomat. 

The Foreign Office statement Asked if the diplomat he re- 
followed testimony given to a f erred to was Donald Maclean 
United States Senate inves- or Guy Burgess, turncoat Britons 

ligating committee that Britain now in Moscow, he said; 

executed a Soviet spy in the "You may assume that it was 
Tower of London m 1939. one of them." 

Questioned about King's pres- 1 He emphasized the informa- 
ent whereabouts, the spokesman tion pointing to a British diplo- 
said mat as a spy is "not precise 

"As far as I know he is still enough at the time to identify 
alive " him." 
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Asked if King is living in "However, It w f as enough to 
Britain, the spokesman said; make you wonder about him,” 

J "I believe so." Isaac Don Levine, a Waldorf, 

The spokesman said King had Md., author, testified at a Sen- 
been working in a department ate Internal Security Subcom- 
thaL dealt with secret codes and mittee hearing that he got the 
highly confidential information story of the execution from Gen. 
and that he had passed these on Krivitsky, former chief of the 
to the Russians. Soviet secret police in Western 

He refused to go into details Europe, before he was found 
about the evidence sent to Lon- shot to death in a Washington 
Idon from the United States, hotel in 1940, 

'Asked If a former Soviet intcl- Gen. Krivitsky, he said, told 
licence officer, Gen. Walter Kri- him Britain quietly executed a 
vitsky. was involved in the man named King, one of two 
evidence, he replied' "Yes, the Britons allegedly recruited as 
assumption Is correct that Gen. Soviet agents. Mr. Levine said 
KriviUkys evidence helped con- he though from Gen. Krivitsky s 
vichKing." description the other agent was 

The spfTkesman said a con- Maclean. ~ ^ 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 



ADDENDUM (6/15/56): 



I think we were in error in not bringing this information to the 
Director's attention previously and, as the supervisor consulted with me 
prior to preparing the memorandum, I consider the error as mine. 

A. H. BELMONT 
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It is recommended that the Records Section place 
copies of the cover memorandum on Xrivitsky in each of the 
files listed above, and the blind memorandum on KrtvitsXy 
in each of the files mentioned above • It is suggested that 
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SUBJECT: WALTER G< KRIVITSKY, ' 

Espionage - R 


Papich and me to have lunch with them today, saying they had something to 
discuss with us. 
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Memorandum lor Mr. Boardman 



Liaison will keep alert for any information indicating further 
developments in this matter. 
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subject r s legal name was Walter Poref, He was bom 
Samuel Ginzberg and was known by the alias Walter 
Krtvitsky, He was bom S/pQ/gg* in Podwolcsyska 
(Podwoloczyska) , Russia, He was described in December > 
1940, as follows / 
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c. Vs^ t> 


The captioned individual was interviewed at 
Washi ngton, D. C., on March 1, 1957# by Special Agent 
flBRat which time he provided the following information concerning 
Walter Krlvitsky in addition to that fumlehed by him on 
January 15# 1957* 




conversations with Krlvitsky were generally 

social in natu£^^g^^ealt with current topics and world 
developments* that Erivitiky’S connents and 

expressions seemedto^il^HHFat the time to be Marxist la 
nature. He did not learn o^any background data concerning 
Krlvitsky until after the latter entered the united States In 193C 
and vt-e not aware of hie na^ggallty or travels. Prior to that 
he assumed that Krlvitsky, was one of those active in 

German anti-Mazi refugee cireT^^HW ranee and, because of title 
Marxist expressic 5 *s^poaflibly s fellow traveler or consnunist 
sympathizer* ^HAflH|^V 8t: ated he g<R'3E€?I3ip re salon somehow 
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had bear, s sohoolm&te of Wohl* • /QQ— ///V6 — J 
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stated Krii^sky i^uajiy spoke in frsramn j 

but on some occasions spoke French* tie never saw Krlvitsky's / 
passport and was not aware of any hotels, offices or residences 
utilised by Krlvitsky abroad* He "OTTSi 1 iiiui Rrtwitsky's wife and 
had no knowledge as to her whereabouts st the time of his oontacts 
with Krlvitsky prior to the letter's defection* 
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Krivit sky) 
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VP'c? . 

fi« recalled Krlvltsky «> a man of small, thin stature* 

Arab-Jevish and intense in appuruM* Ho hod full block hair 
frnd_dark eyes and appe ared to bo about the seine ago ao| 

IHHHfl ' 

^Krivlt*ky*s chauffour WMot£ro»®ct at any meetings C. 

between HBWtnd Krlvltsky* recalled toeing tho WHO 

chauffourou^never actually met hTpanc^lId not know hit «oao* ® w 
Ho recalled the chauffeur appeared to be Ground 30 years of *&s, 

6 feet In height, powerfully built, German in appearance and \ 

haring a round face* * ' 

*■ - 

could not estimate the number of tlmei 

t ha lfr% 1 f a/< rf af *o 


pointed out be traveled to Parle on vacatlone In tho Sumners ol 
approximately 193? end 193*> and poeelbly 193? and on oaoh of thooo 
trlpa probably not with Krlvltsky on several occasions* Hie 
contacts with Krlvltsky a r ter tne latter entered tho United States 
wore Infrequent and usually concerned grlvltaky * 
financial affairs. 




of hie meeting s with Krlvltsky* 


oould not provide any exact 


Krivlts! y novor revealed to either before or 

after entering tho United Mates, any details concerning bl a 

Intelligence activities, associate* therein or eomzunicatlon 
methods utilised, at to possible sources In this regard, 

suggested the French Intelligence services and 

Shachtraan of How York City, national Chair ran of the 
Independent Socialist League with whom Krlvitsky usedto hold 
lengthy doctrinaire dlscuaalona In Hew York City* 

[ referred to Krlvltsky »e disclosure to him 

nego tiations between Russia and Germany concerning Poland* 

believes Krlvitsk^told him of thle in Amsterdam, Hollandj 

in approximately 1936* flHS|^had gone there to contact the 
International Federation of Transport Workers, whoso publications 
which were mllltantly entl-Nazl, were sought by) 
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flater traveled on businee$ W Berlin, Germany* where he 

obtained additional Information theft ’corroborated Krivltsky*! 
revelation of Russian- German ntgot^Uraa and thereafter advised 
the State Department In a memoranda ye general terma^tf^HHmi 
could not recall why Krivitaky was J.n Amsterdam viiGn 
there but dl^notbelieve their coxier rent trips to Amsterdam were 
by design* B BBMF now believes Qlvltakj poss ibly revealed this 

Information tohimmUBfl^^HMBii^HiHi^^ as a prefatory 
step toward his lal 



Concerning Paul Wohl, _ 

since 1926 , when Wohl started to vo] 
fo r the Int ernational Chamber of Coa 


eald he has known hii 
at rear In Paris. Prance. 

ee. 





;ed he possessed little information as to ¥ohl*s 
knowledge of Krivltsky* s activities* He believes Wohl and 
Krivitaky became acquainted either as schoolmates or while both 
were engaged In antl-Bazi activities in Prance in the ■id-1930*s* 

advised he had never seen Ignace Reiss and had 
no knowledge or nim except from public news media; that Krivltsky 
never mentioned Reiss to him. 

advised he had no knowledge of Krivltsky* s 
secretary end knew of no one essoclated with him named Madeleine* 

In this connection, he recalled seeing Krivltsky on one occasion in 
Amsterdam in the company of an attractive blond? woman who wae 
about 30 year s of age* Krivltsky introduced her to him but 
[could not recall her name* 
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DIRECTOR, EBI (100-11146) 

, r,\ 3fp s^-. .. 

j \ \S$C, NEW YORK (100-59589) 

WALTER g'. KRIVITSKY aka 
TR-T? 


Y , ; 

i . r- y < * - ■ 

date: 7A2/& 


AtL T""Cr”'TIC^ CCOTAIHER 
is u::cl.*.:^IJX£D * 
KCEri Vilirrc 5U0W| 
OIUELWISE^ . * ■ 


As the Bureau Is aware, Oeneral WALTER G. KRIVITSKY, 
former Western European Head of Soviet Military Intelligence 
was found Bhot to death on 2/10/41 in his room in Bellevue 


1 f* _ 1 


Y 



in wasnington, Ls.V. That death was listed as a 
suicide, although strong suspicion has continued to exist 
that In fact, the Soviets did away with KRIVITSKY. 

On 11/26/59* POVL BANG-JENSEN, a Danish diplomat 
for 20 years and a Senior Political Officer at the UN, 
was found dead of a bullet wound in the right temple In 
Alley Pond Park at Little Neck, Queens, NY, and a 25 automatic 
was clutched in his hand. NYCPD listed the death as a suicide. 

The Internal Security Sub- Committee of the Committee 
of the Judiciary of the United States Senate, 87 th Congress, 

First Session, conducted hearings on that case and Issued 
a report on 9/l4/6l concerning their findings. In it they 
referred to the death of WALTER KRIVITSKY as well as those 
of LAWRENCE DUGGAN, a former Chief of the Iatin American 
Division of the State Department, WALTER MARVIN SMITH, an 
attorney In the Office of the United States Solicitor Oeneral, 
as well as LOUIS ADAMIC and others. The sub-committee raises 
the question of suicide and murder as well as the problem 
of simulated or induced suicide and refers to the above mentioned 
cases In that connection and points out that it is common 
knowledge among those who have worked In the Soviet apparatus. 
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Bulcide. PETR S. DERIABIN, a former member of the Soviet 
Terror Apparatus who defected in 1954 stated !'lt is general 
knowledge among those who have worked in the ranks of the MVD 
that the MVD, when it undertakes the liquidation of a political 
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opponent, has certain techniques for simulating suicide and 
other techniques for Inducing suicide. A convincing suicide 
may take a year or two to prepare. During this period, the 
subject's life Is examined minutely In order to determine 
the methods most suitable to his personality and circumstances. 
Meanwhile, stories may be circulated to the press. If possible, 
and at the very least among his neighbors, that the subject 
is despondent. This prepares the ground for plausible 
suicide story when the deed occurs. The report then states 
"simulating or inducing suicide are very real phenomena." 


"Local police chiefs will be well advised to 
call in the FBI in any case of apparent suicide where there 
is some reason, even the slightest reason for believing 
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SL EJECT 


WALTER KRIVITSKY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA 



/ 


On 7/16/65, 
advised the Liaison Agent of the following: 


In the past few df 


Tficia^o^the Washington Post 

This 

Edvis^d^ recently hud engaged the services of 
Flora Lewi^Grusson as a staff writer for the Post. In this capa- 
city, Grusson was gathering material for a story on the many unan- 
swered questions surrounding the death of the subject in Washington, 
D. C. , in the early 1940s. 



tropolitan Pollc 

Department inasmuch as the death of Krivitsky was a police matter. 
Grusson was also referred to the Immigration and Naturalization Ser- 
vice for pos sible b ackground material. During the interview, Grusson 
indicated to^HBB that she would also be contacting the FBI for 
material. 



The above is being brought to the attention of the Soviet 
Section Inasmuch as Liaison is aware that the Department of Justice 
had recently made inquiries as to the present whereabouts of Krivitsk 

ACTION: 


The above should be directed to the Soviet Section for thei 


attention. 


1 - Mr. Branlgan 
1 - Liaison 
1 - Mr. Cregar 
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necessary recording and indexing will he accomplished. It is to 
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By Flora Lewi* 

Within *ton F«i Suit Writer 

rpHE MAID found the body at MO 
1 Monday morning. Feb. 10, 1®41» 
when she went in to ele»n up the room. 
She opened the door with a pesskey 
thst bung in the hill linen closet ind 
nv the min's feet ind legs on the bed. 
lying the wrong w»y round wah the 
feet tovtrd the be*d erf the bed. H 
>u wearing trouaen end *>ek*. an ahe 
went on in to ask wbat time ahe could 
cone back without disturbing him- He 

didn’t anfwer. . 

When the police sergeant time abonl 
hslf in hour liter, the maid. Thelmi 
Virginia Jackson, 21. told him: “So 1 
walked on over to the bed and looked 
and 1 saw he bad blood all over hLs 
held : . . Then I »w be wasn't breath 

^It was a modest description. A 130* 
.rain mushroom bullet, the kind with a 
icooped head to make a larger wound, 
had been fired from a -3® automatic 
at dose range. It had torn through 
the man's brains from the right tem* 
pie to below the left ear leavmg a 
hole the aiie of a substantial potato. 
The bullet was lost somewhere in the 
hotel room wall. The dead nmn was 
alight, gray, unprepossessing, nutt 
dreoed apart from shoes and Jacket. 
There was nothing about him or the 
room that looked important: a brown 
canvas satchel, a photograph Of a boy, 
three notes written respectively in Eng- 
lish, German and Russian. The gun. 
covered thickly with dry ing blood, lay 
on the floor. 

A Genteel Setting 

* h OBVIOUS CASE cf mcide. Del. 
figt. p. L. Guest concluded. He 
made the routine possession and Identi- 
ty checks, sent for the morgue wagon 
and left the hotel staff to dear up the 


Who 



25 Years Ago , a Soviet Master^ 
Some Called It Suicide 9 Otl 


The death of a guest Is always an 
cmbarrawenent for $ hotel, and H was ^ 
*11 the more Jarring In the genteel bit 
modest atmosphere of the HhCd Belle- 
vue, 13 E »t. aw. ' - 

The dead man was npi known at the 
Bdlerue. He had mot in only the 
afternoon before ud had done or mid 
nothing remartaWe except to die. It 
■remed such, a typical transient tragedy 
that the^oltec were not even Intrigued 
by tk/ocoverr that be had registered 
aader the —me of Valter Poref hot 
carried in hi* pocket a formal affidarit 
identify ing him as Samuel Ginsberg, 
born in Russia in IM 

The note in English was In an en- 

nine tddrrotd to Louit W«ldXMH. 

an Broodwmy, liew Tort A ccnAe u e d 





Ale oniwwwji - 

to BolMdlni: bo*e! regiKTOtioo, oad 

k.Ki, flunking lfct> of it, WMtung 


Be Immediately Identified Gtnsberg as 
Walter KrivttAy. formerly chief of 
Soviet military tnteUigence in Western 
Europe, a master 97 who had known 
many atuiU , turned against Bta Hn an d 
ap filed a few, been marked and bunted 
since by Soviet agent*. 

More than ooce Krrr it*j had said to 
Waldffisn, who was his Mwyer, *lf ever 
I am found dead and it looks like an 
accident or abode, don't believe it_ 
Tfcwn are after me. They have tried 


to the Bellevue to look at room 5S2, a 
simple room furnished with narrow 
twin bed*, drearer, desk, chair and a 
reproduction of a fore* arene. The 
police old the door had been locked 
from the inside. The sudd had not said 
whether she tested the door or not, only 
that she had stuck her passkey to the 
hole and opened It 
The window, overlooking what was 
then a Jumble of ihreks and is now a 
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3d Krivitsky? 

et Master Spy W as Shot Here ; 
icide , Others Cried Murder 




[■ot rU 
■or sot, only 
ib? k ttt 

2 what w 
nd It now a 


to Almost Any thing tn- 

m sturdy toothpick, 

Ndglbor* Both Side* 
rj^HE BUTTE to the left of Krivitsky’s 
X nxm and the room to the right 
had teen occupied. The walls and 
doors Are not thick. Sometimes hotel 
rafcfeatt complained of hearing retry 
telephone conversation, every snore 
and saori of their neighbors. 

■»*., * 5 Un^r_/in _ th4»,„ *P * 


when there are few other sounds to 
muffle a shot 

No one knew of any call* or visitor* 
for the nan la 4V2, though tin hotel 
is big enough lor people to come and 
go at normal boor* without attract- 
ing notice. From the time he entered 
bis room util be was carried away 
to the morgue, the only evident ac- 
tivity of the man in 532 as far as the 
hotel staff knew bad been to order 


me to be Just like all foreign people, . 
quiet aad solemn.** John Vernon Wil- 
son, 30, the elevator operator, said to 
the mine question, “He seemed to be 
just tike anyone else would be.* 

There was no sign of i scuffle In 
the room and nothing appeared to have 
been removed or disordered. * 

A Trotsky Parallel * 

I N ADDITION to Waldman, most of ' 
Krivitsky'i friends and a number 
of other people who knew of him but 
had not met him made Immediate \ 
public statements of their conviction l 
that he had been murdered by the J 

Soviet secret police. * 

Mr*. Leon Trotsky, widow of the J 

revolutionary leader who had been J 

murdered in Mexico the summer be- * 
fore, declared: “Krivitsky'* death was ; 
not a suicide. That suicide theory is J 
Just one of the OGPU 1 * many schemes ♦ 
to attempt to cover up its murders, v 
Stalinists, for example, tried to make * 
the flm unsuccessful attempt on Trot- c 
sky appear as self-assault.” • 

Alexander Kerensky, bead of the ? 

short lived Russian government that ! 
overthrew the Czar and fell to the Bol- 
sheviks, said in New York: “I am sure 
it was murder ... If it was not a 1 
murder, then it was a suicide pro- ' 
voked by a direct menace. I under- - 
stand that they had been menacing 
his son, whom he loved dearly." I 

Krivttsky's widow had no doubt that ; 
her husband had been killed, Suzanne 
LaFoUette, a close friend to whom the g 
nets to German was addressed, sold % 
that Krivitsky bad previously been ap- » 
proacbed by three OGPU agents, *Y)ne » 
of them told him to stay out o i the ; 
midtown area of /New York If be f 

flirhjY «>nt An mi Vain bw aRl* Th* \ 

dm nld. < Vt*iot la threes and * 
we've been on the. lookout “tor you g 
couetantlj/ *- , . i 

' S 

A Newspaper Flurry' T 

A LL THIS was prominently pub- i 
lished In Washington, New York * 
and other major newspaper* for a day 
w two after his death. For about ton * 
days more, Meartt papers and various 1 
columnists who regularly called attetr ■’ 
thm to Communist activities gave spec- \ 
teenier reviews of K riv i tsky 1 * 
toaiit story 
for an official Investigation of his * 
death. Several newspapers and ooJnm- * 
hist* sympathetic to the left counter- r 
attacked with fierce mockery at the £ 
suggestion that Stalin’* arm reached r 
to a Washington hotel room. ** 

But nobody did anything; there * 
W m Ptofwjg fu i iir 
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Rep. Martin Dies? left , 1 
Listened to Krivitsky 
But Heard 



MYSTERY Fro** tuft *1 
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la those month* about the death of 
one strange and difficult man. 

But he had been an extraafdiDiry 
man. His life also was extraordinary, 
1U secrets enmeshed with thfi ugly se 
eret* of a world in venomous struggle. 

Now, a quarter of a century after 
his death, the FBI files on Krivitsky 
and those jnheriled by the CIA remain 
aealed. as are Moscow's files. In part, 
that la probably because they identify 
agents and double agents who are stjjl 
active or might turn up again. 

Mostly, though. It must be because 
the thing* in which Krivitsky was em- 
broiled cast » long, unpleasant shadow 
that has not yet blurred painlessly 

with history- On the contrary, time 

baa sharpened outline* that vent hope 
baly confused when Kjlvitik\ h \ rd 


■ J APwi«I Illuminated 


r tE WAY the world has gone has 
a nr* ec led aome of the mystery 
around the man with his head blown 
to pieces an a hotel bed, and Krivitsky'* 
mystery holds dues to larger riddles. 
If there is still no certain solution, 
there is enlightening evidence in the 
ease about a period and a kind of 
mentality that spawned tome of the 
aching problems of today In Wash- 
ington's bland reaction at the time 
lay also one of the keys to its later 
travail*. 

One way or another, the tragedy can 
be traced with a certain logical in- 
evitability to Krivilsky's life and times 
Hk name at birth was indeed Samuel 
Ginsberg. What he first saw of the 
world was the dusty lethargy of the 
email town of Podwoloczyska, Russian 
ruled when he was bom June 26, 1A9G, 
Polish between the great wars and part 
of Russia again after the shift In Po- 
land's borders following World War II 
Jews in such until towns lived 
pressed warmly together against a hos- 
tile. heavy-handed world, a life rich in 
melancholy and abrasives to sharpen 
the Witt of those who had them Schmel- 
ka Ginsberg did. Senstive. keen-mind- 
ed, alert, he grew into a slight hut 
child, independent, passionately 
lo throw his meager weight 
against the oppressiveness of the world 


oratory or feverish agitation. Even 
when propaganda was part of fait job, 
be was the organiser, the arranger of 
deals and coups, not the specter. 

His first experience u an export 
technician in revolution came in Ger- 
many in 1923. Lenin thought the Bol- 
sheviks could not survive without an- 
other major Industrial country as 
partner, aiuf he thought that Germans, 
despoiled by Inflation and fuming with 
anger at French occupation of the 
Rhineland were ripe ftr tevoH- 

It was a devastating miscalculation 
for the German ComtouAiaU, who were 
crushed But the ardent Krivitsky deter- 
mined to save something from the 

wreckage Out of Ibe organization built 
to make a German revolution, he creat- 
ed an network of reliable 

agent*. 

Despite many later disasters* the 

root* o-ert- firm enough to provide top- 

level intelligence from the German 
high command throughout World War 
II. So prompt and efficient was the 
system that there were times when 

Soviet commanders at the front must 
have received almost simultaneously 
the disposition and attack orders sent 
from Berlin to the Natl commanders 
facing them. 


Later be wrote: "At the age of 13 
1 had entered the working-cia&s move- 
ment. It w« i half mature, half-child- 
lafa act. I heard the plaintive melodies 
of my suffering race mingled with udw 
•axigs of freedom. . 

"But in 1917, I was a yoqngstrr of 
It, and the BoUbevik Revolution came 
to me as an absolute glutton or all 
problems of poverty inequality, injua 
Uce. 1 Joined the jblihevik Part)' with 
my whole w’. I vetoed the Marxist 
and Uni^x tilth as a weapon with 
which to assault all the wrongs against, 
w^jck 1 bad iutiodheb rebelled." 

^fhiwMiaei Sabote ur 

r WA£ HOT a* Idle metaphor like 
Watty of hh comrades Gtesberg 
took « iwato toFT Mae — Walter 
'EflrtUk) — a»d became a mom fight 
-fir. to to Bfltfit MiahJbtud to my 



Revolutionary Romance 

T hroughout the twenties, Kri 

viuky moved surreptitiously from 
Moscow to France, Holland. Switzerland, 
luiy and Austria. He had not gone 
unnoticed when be tried to organize a 
JRed German annj, however, ahd in 
1926 be bad to hide out from the Ber- 
lin police in the Soviet Embaasy for 
two months. After that, he dealt with 
the German network mostly from the 
periphery. 

In Vienna at one point, he met an 
other Soviet revolutionist, a Striking 
blond named Antonina Porflrjeva. She 
was from Leningrad (St Petersburg 
when the was born there Feb. Ik, 1902) 
and as different from Krivitsky as the 
sparkling Russian north from the 
he*vy-*ceDted, swarthy south. 

He was the intense, electric-minded 
intellectual. She was the broad 
cheeked, sentimental Slav, to him the 
sturdy, all-embracing ion] of Mother 
Russia. They shared their devotion to 
the Soviet cause and it was not neces- 
sary to aort out whether ideology 
counted a little more for one and 
proud patriotism for the other, since 
the two urge* fused for both to glow- 
ing satisfaction. 

In 1926, they married to Moscow. 
The marriage register gave hit name 
as Walter Krivitsky. The Ginsberg 
past was far behind him. The reality 
was the revolutionary. 

Necessity made it an intricate and 
shifting reality. They lived to many 
places under many names, carried 
many different colored passports. 

Once, Krivitsky told a friend much 
later, be was traveling north from 
Rome «e an Italian train. He was en- 
gaged to obtaining for Russia the blue- 
print* 4t • new Italian ntonarinc. 
The task took rrer a pear and many 
trips, tot was wt M fnl in tto md 


taut precision instrument that eoufil 
spring to understanding of the mod* f 
devious manipulations at a nudge from . 
the simplest, most trivial-seeming tacts. ", 

1 saw from him how a master wf* 
mind works,” his American lawyer. 
Louis Waidman, recalled later. 
day we were coming back from EQi* 
filand on the ferry alter an immigrt-. 
tion bearing. Krivitsky was reading the 
papers, The headlines were full of ne- 
gotiation* going on to Europe for col- 
lective security against the Germans. 

"It must have been late IBM or early 
1939. He didn't p«y wwa atre-tioo to 
the main aem, but suddenly way Br^ 
the bock of the paper be saw a •w'J 1 
paragraph item and grew - 

excited- 

'"Look at tbi*,* be tboated 
going to be a war. Stalin will move 
against Poland.' 

"The Hem." Waidman continued. 

"was a dull litUe bit about (he use of 
old film* from the 1919-20 RutaoPoliafa 
war to the new training course tor the 
Red Army, Krivitsky said It meant 
that secret preparation* had started 
for a Sovift move on Poland and that 
Red Army soldier* were being insid- 
iously accustomed to consider Poles 
a* the obvious enemy. It seemed ab- 
solutely preposterous at the time." 



A Distressing Order 

F ROM WHAT he said afterward, 
I 


"such 


fully equi 
. the dirty 
shining ei 
supposed. 


KriviUky's soul no doubt squirmed 
with disappointment and distaste at 
many things he saw sad foresaw to 
Russia all through the bewilder tog 
thirties. But he believed to his cause 
and be was trained to serve it without 
question. .. 

¥ It distressed him when, to December, .. JKU n 
*1936, a time when Hitler wss dumping * ^ ^ 

Communists to concentration camps galvanized 
gnd Moscow was publicly scouring the The terro: 
world for allies against Germany, to the purge 
be told that his espionage network in The Revo 
Germany must be leashed, fitoacow the mid-tt 
and Berlin were .on the verge of an “Haim hina 
agreement, he was told, and nothing Penetra 
must be done to upset Hitler. Slill, trembled, 
he obeyed. narrower 

ItwistoSepiemb-r. iWS.thfltKrtTit- to* He 
Sky established himself as chief of So- being cot 
rlet military intelligence in WastefO. * rion * « 4 ix 
Europe. He had off ice* In Pail*, agents . harder fov 
Everywhere, and made his headquarters 
comfortably to The Hague, where he 
posed as an Austrian taler Jn n» 


books. His wife Tonya rfd'^ssTM 
Alek. born not long before, soonF 
panied him there. Outwardly, he fed 
the' roving but placid t^wenr*- «f a 
collector of handsome. Interesting, 
harmless old volume*. In fact. It was • 
life with sudden bursts, of frenetic ac- 
tivity, breathless dishes from 'city to 
city, excruciating periods of e nfo rced 
waiting, and alwayV nagging merries. 

A literal -Gower - ■;>' 

S OON AFTER he settled in The 
Hague, Kriritafcy got Us first lead 
ao what was to b eco m e a major espio- 
nage coup and old hooks became not 
only the cover for a spy but fin mi Tint 
a repository of secrets. 
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Germany and Japan, be learned. were . ^52°^ 
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fully equipped to let off without cavil 
the dirty means against the distant 
shining ends Or » he and bis superiors 
supposed. 

— Bat it wini always easy. Each trip 
/beck to Moscow chewed further at the 
galvanized protection against doubt 
The terror there, as the juggernaut of 
the purges rolled on, was undeniable. 
Tbe Revolution bad been god. Now, in 
the mid- thirties, Stalin bad come to pto 
'claim hjm*eH the Revolution. 

Penetrating minds like Krivitsky’* 
trembled, and anrank u> find solace in 
narrower loyalties, more distant hori- 
am He wait ted the Old Bolsheviks 
being cot down with cringing confer 
non* of imaginary treason. It was much 
harder for bin; when the plague turned 
on the Red Army, his home in the 
Revolution. 

hi) Joh 


te f ore, acconv' 
rnrtfly* be ted 
■listener of a 
, interesting* 
fact, tt was a 
if frenetic ac- 
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WARD, exposing Soviet collo- 


A men with Nazis on the forgeries 
jtel sum ided onto* for toe Red A™y 
•or^ of J f 47, Krivitsky was able to 
write: *f; Is one thing to consign to the 
ftrinr aquad batches of politicians, such 
Racvipr or Kamenev. It ia another 


t of enlorccdxia Wipe out the helmsmen of a nation 7 * 

' 1 ha* 


ing worries 
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Vis first 
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war, machine. 

. x “Would Stalin dare to shoot a figure 
Eke Marshal Tukhacbevsky or a leader 
Ukt Gamanuk, Vice Commissar of War 
land Krivitsky'* admired chief In Intel- 
bgenee), at such a critical International 
moment? Would he dare to tesvc the 
Soviet power defenseless before its 
enemies by decapitating the Red 


after midnight, Spiegetglass went out 
apparently 'to confer with other agents 
stationed nearfay Each time* Krivitsky 
sneaked to a pay telephone* called 
Reiss and hung up as soon as there 
was an answer. It woufcl have teen 
beyond daring to say even one word. 

Reiss understood at last and fled at 
dawn tbe next morning. He didn't last 
long, though On Sept. 4, 1037* Reiss’s 
body, riodied with machine gun bullets, 
was found beside a lonely road in 
Switzerland. 

The Swiss police acted quickly and 
energetically. That assassination was 
Solved: murder by the OGPU after 
Reiss had been lured to a rendezvous 
by a woman who had worked under 
hint and had hinted that she was about 
‘ to join him in defection. 

Krivitsky felt *ure that be bad badly 
Plotted bis copybook by refusing to 
help kill Reiss. After that* be too was 
under constant surveillance by Soviet 
■gents to Parte «-r 

’ Hie Reiss murder carried his mental 
processes one step further. Even the 
intimate loyalty to a dear friend was 
not to be allowed him. He still planned 
to return to, Moscow, but be had come 
to understand, at he later wrote, that 
“the choice before me was between a 
sure bullet in the Lubianka (the OGPU 
headquarters and prison in Moacow) 
from Stalin's formal assassins and a 
rain of bullet* from a machine gun out- 
hide Ruaaia from Stalin’* informal 


over there, 
slaughter.** 


I will not go to certain 


It was at the end of September, 


Aided by French 

r NYA KRIVITSKY decided to de- 
fect with her husband. The etempe 
had to be carefully planned. Krivitsky 
planned It with the same detailed care 
he had always given to his work. Paul 
WohJ* a Central European who bad 
known him before* helped him and 
■ecured the protection of the French 
police and the patronage of Use French 
Socialist Premier, Leon Blunt. 

The Krivitsky* tumnderad their 
false document* to the French Min- 
ister of Interior* and in the appeal for 
asylum. Krivitsky wrote: *1 bnr that 
a price has been put on *D bead. The 
*«**«*"» are after me, sad they will 
not spare even my wife or child.* 

(He knew that Gertrud Schildbach. 
who had lured Ignatz Reis* to his 
death,- bad been ordered to kill Rein 
by giving the family a hoi of choco- 
lates filled with strychnine. She was 
fond of the Be is* child and apparently 
could not bring terse If to do this* so 
.the roadside ambuscade was arranged 
Instead. Tbe poisoned chocolates were 
found in her Lausanne hotel room 
after she had DetL) 

Krivitsky added in his appeal, "I 
have often risked my life for my cause, 
but J do not wish to die for noth- 

It was on Oct 0, 1KJ7, that Krtyitiky 
finally made his break. Twice to the 
months that followed In France, be was 
approached by a handsome young 
Dutchman named Hans Hmease, whom 


RiutU again after the shift to Fo- 
ld's borders fallowing World War II. 
Jew* to R«rb mall towns lived 
eased warmly together against a box- 
e r heavy-handed world, a Ufe rich to 
■lancholy and abrasives to sharpen 
t wits of those who had them. Sc tun el 
. Ginsberg did. Sensitive, keen-mind- * 
alert, be grew into a alight but . 
jy child, independent, passionately 
gtr to throw his meager weight 
gainst the oppressiveness of the world 


Jitter 

had e 


*T be wrote: “At the age of L3 
ifcad entered the working-class meve- 
ent It vts i bjLFoiature, half-ehUd- 
•£ net 1 beard the plaintive melodies 
[my suffering race mingled with new 
|<ngs of freedom. 

(“But to 1817, I was a youngster of 
1, and the Bol&bcvik Revolution came 
< me as an absolute solution of all 
.^oblems of poverty, inequality, tojus- 
*ce. X Joined the Bolshevik. Party with 
whole soul I seized the Marxist 
ad Leninist faith as a weapon with 
! hicb to assault all the wrongs Against 
jhirh I had instinctively rebelled." 

tchind-Lineg Saboteur 
,T WAS NOT an idle metaphor Like 
> many of his comrades, Ginsberg 
-mk a revolutionary name — Waller 
jrivitsky — and became a serious fight* 
V, tough, guileful, uninhibited by any 
; Lber ties in devotion to his cause. He 
j[ as worth more than the gun he 
TsrriedL 

* In the Russian civil war that fol- 
: >wed the revolution, be was tent be- 
^ tod the While army’* lines in the 
" krainc to organize sabotage, intelli- 
gence, resistance at the enemy’s rear 
'fit’ ao distinguished himself at these 
- uerrilU tasks, which he ealled ,4 miSr 
ioos of a' revolutionary-military char- 
cter," that at the contusion of the 
v be was sent to the Red army's gen 
■ ral staff courses and assigned to mili- 
ary intelligence. 

I It was still the proletarian-style army 
f Trotsky’s creation, without formal 
ank, and Krivilaky's position of Kom 
rig (commander of a brigade) did not 
n title him to be addressed as general, 
.hough ft was the equivalent of brig 
dtor. Loiter be was made Komdiv 
commander of a division), the equiva - 
. tot of major general • 

But his assignments were always 
revolutionary -military,** with emphasis 
<i the former, though to a hard-nosed, 
■raettoal way without much windy 


other bo wet revojuLLcuum a 
blond named Antonina Forftrjeva. -6he 
was fro*: Leningrad <St Petersburg 
when sf ( )* born there Feb. Uk U02) 

and as diiierent from KriVltsky as the 
sparkling Russian north from the 
heavy- seen led* swarthy sooth. 

He was the Intense, electric -minded , 
intellectual She was the broad 
c heeled, sentimental Slav, to him the 
sturdy, all-embracing sod of Mother 
Russia. They shared their devotion to 
the Soviet cause and It was Dot neces- 
sary to soft out whether Ideology 
counted • little more for one and 
proud patriotism for the other, since 
the two urges fused for both In flow- 
ing satisfaction. 

In 1826, they married In Moscow. 
The marriage register gave his name 
as Walter Kiivitshy. The Ginsberg 
past was far behind him. The reality 
was the revolutionary. 

Necessity made It an intricate and 
shifting reality. They lived to many 
places under many names, carried 
many different colored passports. 

Once, Krivitiky told a friend much 
later, be was traveling north from 
Rome on an Italian train. He was en- 
gaged in obtaining for Russia the blue- 
prints of a new Italian submarine. 
The task took over a year and many 
trips, but was successful to the end. 

Extractors of the highest secrets 
must be highly secretive. An old ac- 
quaintance happened to see Kjrivitaky 
on the train and greeted him for what 
he was. ■ good and longstanding 
friend. "1 Just stared blankly at him.” 
Krivitsky said, “u though 1 didn’t even 
speak bus language." 

He had learned to perfection all the 
arts of espionage, including the sup- 
pression of instinctive little human re- 
actions and total attention to detail, 
which are the hardest Such well tem 
pered armor is bound to steel the man 
inside, as well. 



Attorney tabii FaMms^ center, ruW to the morgue to mete Weller 
Entriulr/ « body muf claim he torn matrtfermf. 



pad Moscow was publicly •coding #* ^tha terror the 
wortd for allies against Germany, to.J-'the purges re 
be told that V fptonage artwfc* 1 
Germany 'asm! ^Je IwaMd. Mow* _*«« 
and Berlin were .an the verge w ( _m 
ag r e em ent, he was told, and nqthtegl 
must be done to npaet Hitter, 
be obeyed. * . * Grower fey* 

It was to September, 1M, that W# , Jj- He mte 
sky established himself as ehtef of le tot dm 

rfet military inteUigewre In WretefW. 

Europe. He had offices to Paris, sgcirta 
everywhere, and made his haadqaart esm 
oomtortably to The Hague, where ha 
po s ed aa an Austrian dealer to 
hooka. Hi* wife Tony* aSdTfiaDTaanV 
AJek, horn not long before, 
panted him then. Outwardly, he ted 
the 1 roving but placid existence of a 



collector of handsome, interesting. P*Tto «t US7 

a % write: "It to no 



Early Anti-5 Ulimal 

T HAT HARDSTSS helped as Krivjt. 

sky unavoidably noticed the way 
reality was shitting inside the Soviet 
Union. He wrote later with cold but 
savage contempt of the way Stalin 
maneuvered the Red Army into sup- 
porting the viatous poUcctivization 
drive of the 'thirties aad the initial 
purges of Old Bolshevik*. 

KriviUky always knew what was 
going on, partly because of bis posi- 
tion and partly because of bis mind, a 


harmless old volume* In fact. It was i 
life with sudden bursts of frenetic ac- 
tivity, breathless dashes Inn city to 
city, excruciating periods of enforced 
waiting, and alway? nagging wo r rie s . 

A Literal Cover 

S OON AFTER he settled to The 
Hague, Kxivltaky got bis first lead 
on what was to become a major espio- 
nage coop and old books became not 
only the cover for a spy bat themselves 
a repository of secrets. 

Germany and Japan, he learned, were 
secretly negotiating as agreement that 
would mean war in the Pacific as well 
as to Europe when the moment came. 

It was of total importance to the Soviet 
Union, not only because of the military 
meaning of possible war on two fronts 
of its vast territory but also because 
Stalin himself was secretly seeking aa 
exclusive agreement with Hitler. 

Krivitsky's performance was a mas- 
terpiece of Intrigue. The German-Japan- 
esc talks were so secret that not even 
the German Foreign Office knew they 
were taking place. It was not possible 
to penetrate them from the German 
side. However, the Nazi* bad succeeded 
to breaking— or perhaps stealing— the 
Japanese diplomatic codes 
Krivitsky managed to buy the codes 
from the SS, though without Of course 
explaining how Soviet Intelligence 
meant to use them. They were smug- 
gled out Of Berlin to a valuable ekrly 
edition of Frauds Bacon, secretly He-, name o 

faced with markings to indicate the ^ ^ 

coding keys. T could aw 
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Then Kriviuky's agents in Berlin got "V 11 * beliefs ao 

Ao ; 


hold of the full file of tbs Japanese 
negotiator's cabled reports to Tokyo 
on the talks and established a tap on 
further correspondence. The files were 
smuggled out on microfilm- With the 
codes, a first-rate transistor of Japan- 
ese, microfilm technicians and couriers, 
Krivitaky worked feverishly in Holland 
to speed the sinister news to Moscow. 

Later, with the pylons for this net- 
work well established, he was also able 
to tell Moscow pf the secret Japanese 
decision not to attack the Soviet Union 
to the event of a Pacific war. That was 
information worth many divisions. 


Even IJged Fascists 

M OST OF THE people he worked 
with were trusted Communists, 
but not alL His task was concrete action 
and he used whatever tools he found. 

In the case of the Italian submarine, 
the key to success was a high-ranking 
Fascist who loved money eyes more 
than he loved Mussolini 
Krivltiky*! duty and his interests 
brought him intimate knowledge of the 
underside of high politics to Russia and 
Western Europe, and he had learned 
to take It at it came. In his mind's eye, * 
he was still an idealist, driven jmrety 
by the passion for a better, kinder 
world. But his mind’s hands had grown 
homy to dealing with harsh facts aad 
hit mind's stomach had been* toured 
against revulsion. 

He was the complete ptufcsaiofisl. 
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The Revolution had been god. Now, in 
the mid- thirties, SUlto had come .LOP re- 
’ll* tm himself the Revolution. ^ j . 

Penetrating zntod* like Kri»,rjky> 
trembled, and thruk to find aolace in 
narrower loyalties, more distant bori- 
fctos. He watched the Old Bolshevik* 
Wine cot down with cringing confes- 
Mods of imaginary treason, tt wai much 
harder for him when the plague turned 
an the Bed Army, his home in the 
Revolution, 
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A Silent Chile 


dawn the next morning He didn't last 
long, though. On Sept 4, 1107, Reiss’* , 
body, riddled with machine gan buUef ^ 


•as found beside a lonely road to“ 
Ewitiertand 

The Swiss police acted quickly and 
energetically. That assassination was 
solved: murder by the OGPU after 
Rein had been lured to a rendezvous 
by a woman who had worked under 
him and had hinted that the was about 
to join him in defection. 


known him before, 
secured the protection hf the French 
the patrewage of the Preach 
Tina in*, Xm MflC Vv ' 

The Krtvftskys 
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A FTERWARD, exposing Soviet colln 
Won with Nari* on the forgeries 
that provided props for the Red Army 
purge of 1937, XriviLsky was abla to 
write: “It is one thing to consign to the 
firing squad batches of politicians, such 
as Sginoviev or Kamenev. It is another 
to wipe out the helmsmen of a nation's 
war machine. * _ 

"Would Stalin dare to shoot a figure 
tike Marshal Tukhacbevsky or * leader 
like Gamarnfk/ Vice Commissar of War 
land KrivlUtcj'i admired chief in Intel- 

Si Stivu S CTiiiCi] ujiCrniuOua! 

moment? Would be dare to leave the 
Soviet power defenseless before its 
enemies by decapitating the Red 
Army?" , 

Stalin did. Krivitsky quivered but 
said nothing. When he went to Moscow 
in March, 1937, Krivitsky felt after a 
time that the delay in being sent back 
to his post was getting ominous. Stoi- 
cally, he messaged his wife in The 
Hague Lo prepare to return to Moscow 
with their child, though by then no 
army officer could be sure of survival 
at home. 


once more to Western Europe, he took 
his reassignment as bestowal by Stalin 
"of the highest testimonial of loyalty 
within bis power," There was acme 
pride in that, despite the waves of 
nauseous misgiving be had begun to 
feel 

For another top Soviet agent, an old 
and close comrade of Krivitsky’*, the 
pride was already drowned by Over- 
whelming disgust and disillusion. Ig- 
nat* Reiss, who worked under the 
code name of Ludwig in Western Eu- 
rope and bad connections with Ameri- 
I c*_ could swallow the rarishments of 
this beliefs no longer. He wrote a letter 
'to Stalin, and he wrote to his favorites 
in the network under him, declaring 
his defection. 

Krivitsky knew that Reiss was wa- 
vering. A few hours before an appoint- 
ment with his friend, at which Beils 
presumably meant to reveal his deci- 
sion, a high Soviet police official 
insisted on acting Krivitsky in Paris. 
The police, then called the OGPU. had 
gradually moved In on military intelli- 
gence io that all Soviet Agent* abroad 
came under OGPU order*. 

Spiegelglass. the police official pent 
specially from Moscow, showed Krivit 
sky the letter Reis* had just written. 
He had intercepted it before U even 
left Paris. The letter ended: “No, I 
cannot continue any longer. I am re- 
turning to freedom. Bad to Lenin, to 
his teachings and hi* cause." Then 

f-.a..i i . . , . . 

vu cauuoiuiy nn unmixiax 
ably asked to help trap bis friend 
“the traitor * 


blotted hit copybook by refusing to 
help kill Rein. After that, be too Vs* 
under constant surveillance by Soviet 
agents in Paris. - * 

The Reiss murder carried hi* mental 
processes one step further. Even the 
Intimate loyally to a dear friend was 
not to be allowed him He still planned 
to return to, Moscow, but he had come 
to understand, as he later wrote, that 
"the choice before roe wss between a 
sure bullet to the Lublanka [the OGPU 
headquarters and prison in Moscow) 
from Stalin's formal assassins and a 
r*i;i jf bu!!fU from a machine vjn out- 
klde Russia from Stalin’* informal 
assassins." 

It was at the end of September, 
dogged at every step, that be made 
what he called "the momentous deci- 
sion of my life." His wife asked him his 
chances for survival if they returned 
to Moscow. He answered, he wrote 
later, that there was none. 

"But there is no reason you should 
be punished on account of me" he 
added "When you get back, they will 
make you sign a paper repudiating me 
and denouncing me ax a traitor. A* a 
reward for this, you and our child will 
be spared. As for me, it’s sure death 
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H E DELAYED and evaded, manag- 
ing to W£m Rein to escape. The 


technique i warning that Krivitifer 
chose captured precisely the nightmare 
fantr./ of the atmosphere among 
Vjmrsdet" in that summer of 1BB7. 
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in 1938 when he was an Assiat- 
mu Secretary of S niff , 


m 

titer of Interior, nd to the appeal far !£& 
asylum, Krivitsky wrote: 1 kwt IfcM 
a price has been put am my be a d The 
ituulm are after u, and they will ^ 


(He knew that Gertrud 6efc0dbach,^gV 


death,- bad here ordered to kill Retos1| 
by giving the family a bo* of cboco--” 
late* filled with strychnine. She wag^i 
fond of the Reiss child and apparently 
could not bring herself to do this, ao ^ 
the roadside ambuscade was trranged 

instead. The poisoned chocolates were 
found to her Lausanne hotel room ^ 
after she had OadJ . •; — £5 

Krivitsky added to hi* appeal 
have often risked my life foe my cause, -- 
but 1 do not wish to dk for noth' 
tag , - „ ■ / ' 

It wa* on Oct t, lB7 r that Krltltsky 
finally made his break. Twice In the A 
month* that followed to France, he i 
approached by a handsome 
Dutchman named Han* Bnieme, whoml 
Krivitsky had recruited for the Soviet 
service. The flret encounter convinced j 
him that Bruetae, who had been no ex-Jj 
tremely warm friend, had been de- * 





that of Reis*. 

Krivitsky was wary, he knew the' 
tricks. The French police were vigilant 
They guarded him nigbt and day. Bui 
the detective inspector assigned to him 
wa* unable to catch Bruesse and three 
colleagues when an actual attempt was 
made on Krivitsky. 

Krivitsky decided that be must go 
much farther from Moscow in search 
of a life at peace. Paul Wohl helped 
him get to the United State*. He ar- 
rived early in 1938, preceded by a buzz 
of excitement among the small circle 
r,f Pii«ci>n exile! sod tennis lists who 


‘-.a 


followed Soviet affairs closely and bad 
read the few anti-Stalinist article* . 
which Krivitsky published to European " 
socialist newspaper* after hi* defec- 
tion. : 

They knew, that he carried treasure* ; 
or information to hi* head, even about ] 
soviet, secret netiviire**-ffi^ " 


JUUUAA^ 

though be had never worked here. No^ 
body else to the United States had ever 
heard of Krivitsky, nor paid him anyj 
attention now. 


Stalin Hi* Scapegoat 
IKE KNEW the detail* of many kid- 
XI naptogs and execution* carried 
out toy Soviet agent* far beyond the 
borders of the Soviet Union. He also 
knew the Soviet mentality— perhaps 
the only owe he knew. It allowed, to 
Stalin’* time at least, for no wavering. 
There could be ho such thing a* resig- 
nation from a task assigned because 
it caused a crisis of conscience. He 
who did ttot obey parted*?, accept 
everything, was a traitor, 

■ In his own heart, Krivitsky found an 
answer for himself, fie still loved the 
revolutionary Ideal* that had become 
tk. mess lag at* «js» w k* s weed 


Stalin. It wa* Stalin, he reasoned, who 
had betrayed the revolution, not thorn 
wham Stalin called traitors. 

But Xrfvftaky knew that Us view 
had the force of a flea against an 
elephant In the power circumstances 
of ^be time. By Moscow** definition, 
he was a traitor and marked for pun- 
ishment. There was method In Mos- 
cow’* attitude. Men like Krivitsky 
knew .too much. And if they got swty, 
their example Might encourage other*. 

Even when V rear to the United 
States, Krivitsky knew be could never 
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A ptjUc e /t£e piwxo o/ (T o&er 
JCwuilry wil^ Ait real name 
•o-ibbl+d on the ode. 


i MTS TEXT From PitTlons fip 

share tte eom/orttbJe safety 
that was taken for granted by the 
, erewda be mingled with on U» street 


R Hit rfrt and at the same time pco- 


OtCI, vkt be recognized a Sorirt 
ffrut -fc Krw York ladtslH tt* 
galtrr la fra, be we* told that aocfc- 


be dtme because tt b 
iMpoatQrie to arrest a person In the 
’ United States before a crime U 

"Imagine." be told bis friend Su- 
zanne Lafollette. "What a wonderful 
country. People are free unless they 
* actually commit crimes By that time, 
. k Russia, it vu getting to seem that 
m*j criminals could go free. Things 
different in the United States, 
more than Krivitsky at first 
realized. In this country, too. it was a 


A Time of Schism 

r E TERRIBLE strains of the de- 
pression were over, but In many 
awyi this was still a divided and be- 
wildered country when Walter KrlvtV 
Ay arrived In early IC3S. President 
BLooperelt was trying, gradually and 
cautiously, to bring the country to a 
wood Of support for the European 
democracies against the wild blather- 
mgs of Bltler. 

Mtlih Prime Minister Neville 
Chamber Uln was puttering off In the 
*nm\\ planet of the time for reconcilia- 
3cn meetings with Hitler. 

Erlvttxky knew the dkty little truths 
that made up so much of what was 


mes s e d him; sometime* It made him 
.’urioualy Impatient that Americans 
m>t only did not know, bat bo often 
refused to listen. 


An Upstate Refuge 

F ROM bis POINT of view, America 
must bar* looked full of contra- 
dictory qttirfca. Ha hal a wife send SknaR 
me, no moo or, bo profession but it#o 
hytiontst and spy, which were oA on 
the ^idp wanted”' Hits. ▲ masher of 
neopla were kind to him; a oottage wai 
frnxsd for him in upstria New York 


tog his breath. 

Another refc gee couple, Eitel and 
Ifarguertt^ ^Dobert, Bred nearby. 
Robert had been a Nazi In his youth, 
tud^tdt In disgust as Hitler came to 
and was as obsessed as Ertvlb 
Ay with tbs poll lies of Europe. The 
do* friends. Other 
Paul Wohl at the 
bt to help Erivitaky 



He lost r 




as a man a 


and collaborators. Friends Introduced 
him to Isaac Don Levine, a Ruadsa 
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Between Two Desires 


wert bad, Stalin, wham be 
must be good. If Stalin 


* ** Vt* 


skills of popular iounullto, highly 
knowledgeable in Communist affairs, 
warm, voluble and above ill judicious 
in marketing exciting article* 

Krivitxky could make s aeries of 
hair-raising revelations. Don Levine 
automsLical/y sought the widest, most 
rewarding market The Saturday Eve- 
ning Post agreed to pay $5000 each for 
a aeries of up to eight articles on 
Levine's word alone of what could be 
expected. In the end, only five were 
produced. For a penniless political 
refugee, it was a fortune. 


L EVINE DRAMATIZED and sharp- 
ened and personalized. Krivltsky 
squabbled and complained bitterly. 
Levine wanted details, names, precise 
sensations. Krivitsky held back, ducked, 
bickered, tom between the satisfaction 
of revealing Stalin's monstrous con- 
spiracies and lies and the desire still 
to protect old comrades, old Ideals, old 
devotions. 

He still loved Russia. Sometimes, be 
told a friend, be would go down to the 
New York docks just to *t*re for hours 
at the Russian ships in the harbor. The 
Dostalgia was not only for a country; 
it vu also for a faith. Not communism 
but Stalinism was what be wanted to 
condemn. 

Neitner Stalin nor America con- 
ceived that there might be a differ- 
ence. Both rides insisted that a man 
could only be totally for or totally 
against both. It aogered Krivltsky 
that his disclosure* were indeed made 
to terre those be bad always con- 
sidered enemies of tbe revolution, but 
tt was not possible to tree* a subtle 


What be had to tell the American 
public was truly sensational Ba told 
of large-scale Communist counterfeit- 
ing of American money to finance 
propaganda hi iuii wiiDu/, Cummu- 
nist forgeries and fakeries to set the 
Moscow show trials. Communist terror 
and murder and co n s p iracy, lfoat 
startling of all, be told in 1838 that 
Btalin hid ordered Communist collu- 
sion with Nazis on semi occasions 
and bad been seeking an agreement 
with Hitler steadily Mace 1894. 

Only tbe most active, almost profes- 
sional anticommunists were able to 
believe that It was a devastating 


HitbrT 

That was the reasoning of ‘ 

honest people, or rather It was tbe a» 
tkmal urge that suppressed dear rea- 
soning It led DM only to a 
of Communist sympathies In Ua , 
enmeat and intellectual society, 
to Irritated intolerance «f 
who denigrated communism 


fra 
A a 


. ft 

to nrtk 


wte 

haul «a 

frrerged 
■board a 


And it proved to be a serious, finally 
overwhelming, problem. Don Levine 
knew his public and bow to attract 
them. Tbe first article, detailing under- 
handed Soviet machinations in Spain, 
set the subject ami then began: "I 
happen to be the sole sur v ivor abroad 
of the group of Soviet officer* and of- 
ficial* who had l direct hand to ar- 
gaailiag Sonet UVmibea b Spain, 
and am the only one who ft* aov free 
to bare this drama tic chapter of cur- 
rent history ... I was on tbe Lnakle 
... I held in my bands tbe main 
kprt in S talin ’s fore ign policy ..." 

II was effective, but it wamt Kri- 
vit&ky's tone of voice or cast of mind. 
He would have preferred sedate, ana- 
lytical articles on the Foreign Affair* 
Quarterly model or, even better, in the 
heavy, guttural tones of the European 
socialist journals. But Levine knew 
that the Saturday Evening Post wasn't 
paying $5000 a piece to bare its reader*. 


A Commie Target 

A LL THROUGH tbe thirties, tbe da-' 

■pair of the depression and tbe 

AmKti tt mirhuwj « )wu rt lit* i fin i . ~ With €1 

tehee of the democratic system la Baioff to 
modern society had tightened tbe Has Tmk Tta 
on both aides of tbe ideologic*] tug-af- bad a f> 
war in America. There was ao Aoaen otl 

for objective arirwwnt of tecta. Ft* ***** 

each aide, there v«i an ktentUahk rested 
•et of bad guys and all tbe others ware brother* 


ngaiv - - 

U 1 ** 1 


accepted aa more «r kw good, regaid- 
tem a t artaol hehaster, 

Tbe dominant wim sf Wo 
bad oonwcUr Uoiutad ih» i 
of Nazism and did not want to blur tea 
danger signal with undertones. Tha 
effect tended to separate anti-Nazis 
and anU-Commiuiists and make aacb 
more strident in their efforts to regis- 
ter the more Impressively. 

American Communists organised de- 
liberately to promote this effect Tbej^ 
scornfully attacked even those who 
made moderate criticisms of commu- 
nism, Russia and Stalin. Krivltsky, who 
knew names and date* and placet with 
exactitude, was a serious setback and 
therefore a major target 
It was all the worm for them that 
his revelation* were trumpeted across 
the country by tbe Saturday Evening 
Post at tts most sensational, rather 
- than in tame du«ty pol emi cal h gM ghjrt 

which might save satisfied Krivltsky. 

An answer was inescapable. 

At first, the Daily Worker and the 
New Masses insisted that Krivltsky 
simply did not exist. He was. they 
argued, an Invention of the artiste * 
right devilishly concocted to spread * 
lies about the left. But ba did exist. He 
gave newspaper toterriewt, bad bis 
picture taken. 

Then the Communist papers an- 
nounced that be had Invented 
HJut be was really only fa-hm gjfca 
Ginsberg, “a Well- known habitue of 
Paris cafes” but never a Soviet agent, 
let alone an intelligence chief. Tbe 
$25,000 from the Saturday Evening 
Post was made to sound a proof of * 
venality. Tbe arguments did not erase 
Krivltsky from tbe scene, but they did 
succeed in giving him a highly distaste- 
ful, suspect anr*. * 

In tbe public print, be lost 
as a man and became a windy eotev •• 
verey. Somehow, bo couldn't make frit . 
facts weigh, only tha fury that sur» < 
rounded them. U was an Me contra- : 
diction of the ifcarpedged, bard-mind- . 
ed man be was. 


bam 


Friendships Soar 

O T HER g nus who might 
shared bis attitudes 
with him, partly ao doubt oat of my 
for the m on e y and attention fra had 
won Ja a country that ignored their . 
own particular abilities. He wm bard i 
to befriend, convinced by his own ■ac- 
cess that he knew best bow to conduct 
hi* affairs and ornically "ktniftfiii - 
from terrible experience. ! i 
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njor from the Ci bufi It ill 

* • cafeteria on 4zd Street, something 
M a rtttkmnu to OGPU men to tb* 

Sates, u tt tuned «nL 
tvoff was with several otbei who 
flawed ominously. Krivitsky m 
m - mr n t Be knew of Soviet kidnaping* 

* ymis, of the Reiss murder, of urn 
American woman Julia Stuart Poyntx 
irhp vanished outside her New Tart" 
tetri ooe da- «d of the *V 0 
dragged onu could be ami||M 
aboard a Soriet ship and disappear 


■tie*, the de- 
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BasoB into following him to the Ne 
Tat Tunes building nearby. There be 
bad a friend who summoned half a 
dozen other friends. For a time, Krirtt- 
tkj talked there with BasoB. wtw re- 
vealed that Antonina LrlriSky'i 
bnUeik both engineer* and Commit 
f irta bad teen executed along with 
xne rest of her famiJj In Leningrad be- 
came they were related to defectors. 

When Basoff left, his unidentified 
re mpa ni o m kept guard at the entrance 
to the New Turk Times. It took a 
whole conspiratorial arrangement ear- 
rird out many hours later to spirit 
Knviuky away to a friend’s apart- 
ment. There be spent most of the 
night, waiting until he could be aure 
that there was no one to obeerve him 
going to Riverside Drive, where be 
lived under a false name. 

There were other encounters. Some- 
times Krivitsky called the police; they 
could do nothing for him it bad been 
better in France, where his sponsor 
Leon Blum had made sure he was pro- 
tected Be knew he needed some of- 
fsets! barking 

Dovetailed With Chambers 

M eanwhile, his prediction of a 
Nad -Soviet pact came stunningly 
true, and a few days later, Europe was 
at war. Both his lawyer Louis WaJdman 
and his collaborator Isaac Don Levine 
realized that Krivitsky could help the 
cause of the West and an help himself 
by establishing a claim for concern 
shout bis safety. They went about 
arranging contacts for him separately. 

Levine introduced Krivitsky to Whit- 
taker Chambers, a former Soviet agent 
in the United States who had quit and 
gone to work for Time magazine but 
had not spoken publicly of his tinder 
ground existence. It was an exci ting 
meeting. 

The two men sat in Levine’s apart- 
ment exchanging experiences, discover- 
wg « they went along that again and 
again one had the missing pieces to the 
other’# jigsaw puzzle, They found, com- 
paring dates and places and descrip- 
tions and plots, that they knew a 
number of the same agents though 
often by different *^anma. 

Lone after midnight. Levine went to 
bed and left 'hem talking When be 
woke the r_xt morning, not early, they 
were stfU at ft. Much that bad teemed 
myvtuloui looked dearer. 

tt led to another meeting. later 
and lighted a fuse that even- 
tually exploded tto the McCarthy 
period. It flu later in the story. Bat the 
first KrivlUky-Qiambers session was 
an important element in what devel- 
op** 1 because Levine saw that the two 
men. who bad worked tar Moscow 
quite independently of each other, 
key parts of each other’s 



Levine and Wald man of one and per- 
haps two Soviet agents in key positions 
in Britain. 

An appointment was made with Lay 
Henderson, an Assistant Secretary of 
State. Henderson passed Krivitsky on 
to the British Embassy. The Marquis 
of Lothian was Ambassador. 


As Don Levine had feared, the first 
meeting went badly. The elegant Brit- 
ish diplomat was not impressed with the 
ur polished little Russian. Henderson 
intervened to suggest with great polite- 
ness that Krivitsky might be worth 
listening to. In the meantime, the em- 
bassy had made a routine check with 
London and discovered to iU surprise 
that Krivitsky was right on enough 
points to be taken seriously. 

There was, be mid, a leak in the Cab- 
inet Defense Committee, the most se- 
cret gnhip at the summit of Britain’s 
war effort. Since the Hitier-Stalin deal 
was in effect, there w-s - danger that 
Moscow would promptly forward to 
Berlin the s ecr e t s flowing dally oat of 
London. Had it gone on, it could have 
cost Britain the war In the terrible 
year when she was fighting Germany 
■lone. 


The British asked Krlvitaky to come 
to London. He was leery. He told W aid- 
man be didn’t trust tbe Neville Cham- 
berlain government not to make a deal 



dashing Scotsman given to smoking a 
pipe and someUmef wearing s etp* 
The clues were insufficient. What do-' 
tails Krivitsky had given seemed to 
fail Into place yean after tbe war, 


however, when Donald HaclJtm de- 
fee ted to Moeeovt with bis Foreign -W 
Office friend Guy Burgees end a M® * 
uncertain number of valuable British* ® 
end American seawti. 

Krivitsky proved to be a productive'*’* 
defector in England, and be woe ede- * LtJ 
quately guarded there. He was asked * 
to stay, but he had his heart set on 1XC 
settling down In the United States,*; 
In America, though, there is no todi- a 
cation that be ever did give much. “ ® 
One night spent walking toe Long' - " 
Island seashore mtd pouring out totes _ * 
to David Ehiib, father of Ms ooflabo-' * 
rater Boris, Krivitsky went an 4t'Tj 
V«?gth about toe dangers to which hi’* 
was exposed. Shub tried to soothe/^ 
him, saying, TBut why should you still a. 
be afteidT Why should Stalin be after,-* 
you now? After all, you've already told .* 
everything and nothing further ees M 
make a difference." ", * 

“Oh, no" Krivitsky eeid- “I haven! m, 
told the most important” •_ *wt 


Official ] j Unpfmnbed 

A PART FROM his nrfa ctwoee to M. - « 
be was not agtetofly mked. The .R 
Dice OOmnrfttee only sought a kttetot *- we 
narten dewr-tatton at tte tntmetUml - e 


jtijIi plants o i the tioft for moodli» 
ion meetings with Hitler. 

Krtritaky knew tb* dhty little truth* 
•Jut mid« up bo much of whet n* 
filly going oil Sometimes it dfr 
ifwtd him; bo me timet it mad* him 
.uricuMy impatient that Americas* 
lot only did not know > but to often 
refused to listen. , 


at the Russian ship* in the harbor. The 
was not only tor a omstry; 
; aUo for a faith. Not conu s u sl i m 
wav what be wanted to 


^ . y-. > 
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in UpiUK Refuge 

F RO If HIS POINT of view, America 
moat hm looked full of contra- 
dictory quirks. He had a wtf* and moan 


Neither Stalin nor America som 
eehrad that then nlfht be a differ 
we. Both Mdea insisted that a man 
could only be totally for or totally 
against both. It Mifetd Kriritaky 
that his disclosure* ware toted made 
to ant those he had always eoo- 
ta ten d enemies of toe reraiiitkm, bat 
It was not possible to trace a subtle 
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i 
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;atloaM mad *PT. which 

A# “help wanted" lists. A somber of 
people were kind to him; e cottage was 
Jbund for him to npcUte New Tort 
ind be Bpent the summer then, catch- 
ing his hraath. 

Another refugee couple, Hi tel and 
Marguerite Dobert, lived nearby. 
Dobert bad been a Nazi to hif youth, 
bed quit to disgust as Hitler came to 
oower and was sa obsessed as Krfvit- 
jky with the polltim of Europe. The 
famines became close friends. Other 
Mends, mainly Paul Wohl at the 
beginning, sought to help Rrivitsky 
launch his new life. 

His one asset wss his knowledge. It 
seemed self-evident that he should 
•eek to earn his living by writing, and 
U seemed a satisfying outlet tor the 
warnings be so badly wanted to give 
a heedless world. 

But In a strange country and a 
strange language, he needed agents 


Wli*t be bad to toll the Amarine* 
public was truly sensational Ha told 
of large-scale Communist counterfeit- 
ing of American money to finance 
propagmda to this country, Commu- 
nist forgeries and fakerles to set the 
Moscow show trials, Communist terror 
and murder and conspiracy- Moat 
startling of all. he told to 1938 that 
Stalin had ordered Communist collu- 
sion with Nazis on several occasions 
and had been seeking an agreement 
with Hitler steadily since 1934. 

Only the most active, almost profes- 
sional an ti-Comm uniats were able to 
believe that It waa a devastating 
charge, too distressing for the credu- 
lity even of those who had no sym- 
pathy at all for communism but were 
determined to awaken this country to 
the evil of Nazism. 

The existence of two, ostensibly op- 
posed, wicked leaden In the world 
seemed too much to swallow. If Hitler 


Krivtisky moved surreptitiously from 
Moscow to France , Holland, Switzer- 
land, Italy and Austria. 
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venality. The arguments OH K taw* *4 | 
Kriritaky from tba scene, but they h* 
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rounded them. It w*a an topofe 
diction of the sharp-edged, 5 * u_ “ 
ed man he waa. 


tr. *> 
V - 4 - 


Friendships Soar 

O THER EXILES i 

shared his itttofil 
with him, partly no doubt out of am r 
tor the money and attention he hwl 
won in a country that ignored thrtr 
own particular abHltiee. He waa hard i 
to befriend, convinced by his own suc- 
cess that be knew best bow Je conduct 
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his affairs and cynka^^^tatriistfnl . 
from terrible experience. f 


Eventually, Kriritaky. broke with both . 
Paul Wohl and IsaaeDou Levine, hi* 
early collaborator*, fits , Intense bril- 
liance was Cucloatki^togt was not 
set in amiability; his agflwmtod could 
not absorb the public and private brief- - 
togs without reaction. 

Krivttaiy could find no way to cope 
with the transformation of hi* public 
personality produced by the American 
sty** of political to-fighting. Hk de- 
fenders sounded as wild and woolly as 
his attackers. Congressmen were per- 
suaded to denounce him and inquire 
why be had been allowed to enter the ' 
United State*. With such prodding, the 
Immigration Service prepared to 4* * 
port him 

Krivitaky went to Louis Waldman, 
twice Socialist candidate for governor 
ctf New York and famed as a labor 
lawyer, a persistent, frisky terrier of 
a counselor. Whether or not an im- 
plicit deal was made, the deportation ' 
orte waa dropped and Kriritaky C 
agreed to testify before Rep- Martin . 
Dies' House Committee an Ua-Anw* / 
as Activities \ 

fit wasn't eager to do It, It only to- 
(nwed hi* problem of setting * Sober 
batting for his fmta. But it answered 
hi* urgent need to assure * place for 
hi* family and himself to the United 
State*. 

Tha testimony, read now, k startling 
In lb empty tarighifkance Kriritaky 
must have felt aa Einstein vwld have 
If be had bees aniemnly asked to pvt 
an public record the sum eC 1 and 2. 

He knew to much of subtle play* and 
plots; all tha Congressmen kept aski ng 
him, during a day of testimony, wee to . 
co nfir m that the Kremlin na Use 
Comintern and Stilts ran the Kremlin. ~ 

At the time, of coarse, »*any ft atari 
cam refused to believe that the Com- 
mbt Party of the United State* 
actually listened to Moscow's com- 
mend*: that the Comintern was not 
merely a loam coafrisitk* of fie 
mbeted but quite Independent potttl- 
eel parties ts orim co unt ries which 
happened to Include the world** only 
Communist state. Kriritaky simply 
— m that them thing*, aa obvious and 


There waa something more be want-' 
ed, however, than fust the right to ftay 
to the country, fit wanted protection, 
ta New York, he ns scrum a 
agent be bri known Mined 
rod-heeded 
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Levine Introduced Krivitsky to Whit- 
taker Chambers, a former Soviet * y mt 
in the United State* who had qi;( ad 
gone to work for Tima magaiiru oat 
had not spoken pubUely of his under- 
ground existence. It waa an exciting 
meeting. 

The two men aat in Levine's apart- 
ment exchanging experiences, discover- 
ing as they went along that again and 
again oos had the missing pieces to the 
r's 4< * 

paring dates and places and descrip- 
tions and plots, that they knew a 
number of the ammo agents though 
often by different names. 

Long after midnight, Levine went to 
bed and left them talking. When he 
woke the next morning, not early, they 
were still at ft Much that had seemed 
mysterious looked dearer. 

Thai led to another meeting, later 
famous, and lighted a fuse that even- 
tually exploded fbto the McCarthy 
period. It fits Iat*r in the story. But the 
first Krtiitaky, -Chambers session was 

oped because Levine saw that the two 
men, who had worked for Moscow 
quite independently of each other, 
confirmed key parts of each other's 
knowledge. 

A While House Link 

W ALD MAN WENT ABOUT getting 
Krivitsky to help the United 
States quite differently. He had known 
Franklin D. Roosevelt well from the 
President's days In New York State 
politics; he had friends on the White 
House staff. He told KrtriUky be 
wvulu dw cvcrytSilnj puuiuls to {ft 
him Immigration papers and American 
protection, but on condition that KrL- 
rltaky agreed to do all he could for tba 
United States. 

A session was arranged at the State 
Department Ruth Shipley, a self- 
willed woman whom Roosevelt had 
once publicly called an ogre, beaded 
the Passport Division and kept there 
many albums of passport photographs 
submitted by people whose activities 
or Identities she thought questionable. 

Krhritxky waa told to go through an 
album and point out any pictures that 
h, iw^srni^j There were ■* number of 
poopla he had known aa Soviet agvnte 
and he gave details of when and where 
he'd met them. He didn't even get 
through one book that day. When the 
aesstoD was over, Waldman went pri- 
vately to State to check on the per- 
formance. 

* They told me he was candid and 
correct," Waldman said much later. 
1 "The information jibed with wbat the 
Department knew." But the session 
hadn't begun to plumb the crowded 
* depths of Krivitsky* knowledge. A 
second meeting was arranged for a 
week or two later. After that one, 
Waldman checked again and waa told 
that Krivitsky had dona poorly, clearly 
withholding and disguising Inform a- 
" Ucul “ ■ 

*T vest back to the hotel and asked 
Krivitsky why he'd changed. I'd 
waned him that If be didn't cooperate 
fully, Td have nothing more to do with 
hit" He was angry. 

“He said that there was do use tell- 
ing the k American Government any- 
thing In confidence because It was ao 
sloppy about security and ao honey- 
combed with agents that everything 
he’d said th* first tone had got back to 
Moscow within w boon. 1 asked him 
how be knr/. He wouldn't ten, bat 
whatever he'd learned bad certainly 
ji iiraad him,” Waldman said. 

s his desire not to hurt friends 


? 


„ , _ 

e he want* v-to the other side whom he still cau- 
ght to stay gjjatd inno cen t and hi* contempt for 
protection. Ameri can s e em t ty . K il v llsky wax fnBy 
itfjrm a eoopersttve to at least ooe ctrctunstance 
named Aat to thought vital While they wav 

red-beaded verting together, 

v- — - * 


of Lothian was Ambassador. 

As Don Levins had feared, the flra* 1 
meeting went badly. The elegant Bril ) 
lab diplomat was not Imp re s sed with tA. 
unpolished little Bmrisn Henderson , 
intervened to suggest with great petite-, 
ness that Krivitsky might be worth 
listening to. In the mean time, the em- 
bassy had made a routine cheek with 
London and discovered to Its surprise . 
that Krivitsky was right ott enough ~ 

There was, be asid, a teak to the Cab- 
inet Defense. Committee, the most se- 
cret group st the summit of Britain's 
war effort. Since the Httler-Stslln deal 
was to effect, there was a danger that 
Moscow would promptly forward to 
Berlin the secrets flowing dally out of 
London. Had It goo* on. It could have 
cost Britain the war to the terrible 
year when the was fighting Germany 






The British sneaked him from 

Canada to ft*gbni on a warship* As 
a result of hla help to London, the 
British arrested a mao named Charles 
King, a code clerk with access to the 
moat crucial documents. The wartime 
trial and conviction were only an- 


Krivttaky proved to be a prodasttsw* 
detector to England, and be ww mto ^ 
qnately guarded there. He waa i 
to stay, bat he had his bent sat < 
settling down to the United 
In America, though, then to ne todt J ' : 
cation tost he ever did rfv* and 
night vent walking < 




to David Shqbt father of hla iJttfc 
rater Berta, KrMtaky wwtf «n 
length about the dangers to which to * 
Shub tried to 


The British asked Krivitsky to come 
to London. He was leery. He told Wald- 
man he didn't trust the Neville Cham- 


jV t fftmrm L»i n>( fffc ^ 

esteky /used piecw to «<* 
o(Wi pussies. 

with Stalin If the time came, and then 
lo throw him In a* lagnJappe. 

The political way his mind worked 
led him to seek political protection in 
Britain before he ventured there. It 
waa arranged by Waldman with the 
late Herbert Morrison, then a promi- 
nent figure in the British Libor Party. 

A Canadian Detour 

npHE UNITED STATES, not then at 

L «ir vu nfj£**y shout Krivltxky** 

being sent on the mission directly from 
American tod- A second arrangement 
rax made whereby KrirlUky would 
i Tend some time to Canada and obtain 
there a regular immigration visa for 
his later return to the United States. 

Boris Shub, a young Russian-speak- 
ing American, went along to use the 
time reworking the Saturday Evening 
Post articles Into a book, “In Stalin's 
Secret Service, ” which waa published 
by Harper to 1930. Tbe Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police provided the 
screening that Krivitsky fell Dr e e s 






Krtvttaky also d eoeri bo d another 
fa the British Foreign Office, g 


him, saying, “But why should yon atQ£ J 
be afraid? Why should Stalto be after , 
yon now? After aH, you've already told 
everything and nothing ftwtosr «a^~j 
make a difference.” ' 

-oh, no,” KlMttkr Mid. *1 k«Wt. 
told the most Important." ^ 

Officially UnphnnW J 

A PART FROM hto reluctance to teB^ 
be was not officially asked. Tte . 
Dies Committee only sought a k ind er* 
garten description of tba international' 
Communist hierarchy. Tbe FBI didn't * 
bother with Krivitsky. It had only ■ 
begun to be interested to subversives - 
and was still concentrating on recto - 
eteen and gunmen like A1 Capone end* 
Dillinger. To the extent that It made ; 
even a passing effort a* i rain tee - 
intelligence, It was Nazi agents that j 
the FBI was after. jZm 

There was no CIA or anything of 
the sort Army and Navy InteUlgenee - 
went after strictly militay matin sf-^ 
direct interest to each service, not a** 
operating and sometimes competing. 
The State Department accepted inform 
matlon brought to It, bat bad ho lor 
vestigatlve branch. 

It is hard to resist the speculation^ 
that the sensitivity still aumxmdlng ‘ 
the Government's secret Krivtlaky ‘ 
files is much teas because of what they 
contain than because they centato ad 4 
Utile that mattered. ** 

The whole approach to m unity SMS p 
lateligenoe «t that time was "islukV 
tire." to the word of forma Secretory 
of State Dean Acheson. In view m~ 
the general state of aftaWs, the mans? . 
treatment given Krivitsky was not an 

wzrp rising. 

The situation In the State Depart*' ^ 
meat was not improved by p e n an al 
feuds already developing Into political I 
vendettas. Adolf Bale was then tte t 
State Department officer to charge «t 
liaison with military intelligence. Ha 
had been a child prodigy, and an a . 
teen-ager at Harvard Law School bw . 
had offended Felix Frankfurter, thaw 

Tbe mutual distaste tested and 1 . 
spread, even more virulently, to Deife: 
AiirvoO, »U #-*• a divvied fclUnVat . - 
of Frankfurter's People took sides hr* 
the State Department and toe quarrel ~ 
reached into the White House. *v 
Bette's assignment carried with tt S' 
hostile sensitivity to Soviet behavior; 
a tr ad i tions) attitude among old 
In State. Achcson's assignment, In' 
volved is supporting Britain against 
Germany end later, on President 
Rmoevelfi orders. In helping Ramil 
boy supplies In this country, tugged ~ 
hlm the other way. ' 'f 

Even during the Nail-Soviet pact, e ' 
number of people In State believed that' - 
eventually Stalin would have to fight 
strength. The atmosphere was abrasive. 
Hitler and that tt was therefore Im- 
portant to help the »"«**»"* build up 
There were tivp quarrels over dally* 
d ecte to as and a certain amount ofto- r - 
trigne In the attempt to Influence them ■ 
An eariy example cam* to drafting v 

* - «L 
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“ It Was Stali, 
Who Betra 
The Revolution 
Not Those Whom 
He Called Traitor” 
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[dent Roosevelt'! statement on the 
it Union's digestion of Latvia. 
mi l and Estonia after the Hitler- 
n parCJtftioo of Poland. Fast foot- 
l hy Lot Henderson, James Dunn 
Then Under Secretary Sumner 
at got an official denunciation out 
Ha White House before others In 
t could water it down. But It was 
wed by an internal tug-of-war over 
her the Baltic States' assets in the 
ed States should be handed over 
W Russians as Moscow was to- 
dtm. 

ibody succeeded in establishing an 
fty system of policy priorities that 
lined the basic aim of opposing 
■r and still left room for what 
a*d conflicting decisions on the 
Its of Immediate questions. It 
"much that Kriviiaky 


Dobert had established themselves on 
a farm near Charlottesville. They had 
only a few hundred dollars to begin. 
It was a pioneering struggle, bul they 
were mating a life, and they were at 
peace. 

There were prospects, too. Dobert 
had become a lecturer at the nearby 
University of Virginia. KiiviUky wai 
attracted by the idea. Hr began to 
talk about moving with his wife and 
child to Join the Doherts. mod work the 

flV VVt jg ftaHti n—A tw> 


be fust never 


a out of the picture 

fe. 

U iKatfine toe ccofraot^ was 
emstrated em more dearV when, 
P€l* Isaac Don Levine arranged a 
tt&| between ftotttUr Chambers 
JUSolf Berle Cb£*abere* reinforced 
the details h/W le a rned from 
rteaky , recced a atory of spy ring* 
tin tte United State* Government 
uttoded a aerie* of amt One 
Whn was Alger Hiss/ 
ton were nther respected tffldMi 
ra* an explosive charge 


Two Open Attempt* 

r ERE WAS SOME urgency in con- 
sidering the move. Twice since he 
had been in the United States, there 
had been what he considered open 
OGPU attempts to surround and then, 
no doubt, to kill him On other occa- 
sions, he had grounds for suspicion. 

Once b< had called Loy Henderson 
at the State Department to say that be 
was In danger, and was told to get in 
touch with the New Tort police. The 
police were, in effect, w illing enough 
to hold a nervous foreigner** han d w 
be dropped into a precinct station, but 
they were neither chic nor w illing to 
give regular protection. 

Then in earty 1M1, KrMtsky re- 
ceived a message that set him shiver- 



a the White House. Nobody paid 
attention. There was too frnmstip 


Living under an assumed name, more 
than ever eager to hide his tracks* 
Krivitsky fumed and said he would 
think it over. 

Without telling W Kidman, be found 

Virginia, but he did say that he was 
going there to arrange to buy a farm. 
Wald man insisted that the reluctant 
Russian testify before a New York leg- 
islative committee investigating com- 
munism in the schools, and Krivltiky 
wanted the eppearaEce date postponed 

until after the Virginia trip. His bear- 
ing was aet for Monday, Feb. 10. 

The Friday before* be took the -train 
south. He stopped off in Washington to 
see Loy Henderson* mentioning toil 
new fears and his decision to boy a gun 
for self-defence. Then he wept so to 

thg f »j j|j g w T »* 

The Doberti listened to his explana- 
tions and answered his yi»wHtng 
stream of questions, but they couldn't 
help feeling dubious 

*1 Just couldn't mr "Widt er as "•= 
chicken farlner* MargutolWgald later. 1 
“He was a total Intellectual* Just not 
the type.” ■ * T 

Krtvltsky was a man without to* 
hies* without Interest to sports, in 
nature, in the nsc of liis hands or legs 
for the pleasure * MfctoP* *to*X, 
that did all his wofUfl^tomt livtng,! 
he went on endlessly about the farm, 
th4 chores, the cost. 

Ah that remained to pettto 
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himself- She uked him if be had re- 
membered his “artillery " He patted the 
canvas bag that vu his only luggage 
tod said it was in there. 

Krivlt&ky asked her whether Union 
Station, like railroad stations in most 
big European cities, had facilities for 
traveler* to -bathe. There was no run- 
ning water on the farm and he wasted 
to dean up iMle he was waiting for 
the next New York train- She didn't 
know the answer. 

But she did kotow, looking back, that 
it was an altogether normal conversa- 
tion with every sign that Krivitsky 
intent ohly on boarding the train, 
bo sign that he had other plans. 

But he never left Washington. He 
went to the Bellevue Hotel, a 4«- 
minute walk from the station. No one 
knows whether he went there directly 
or entered the station first and then 
changed his mind. No os? knows 
iher be aaw someone in or around 
„ution who frightened him. 

.ie Bellevue had no record of his 
ng any telephone calls from his 
Its residents and staff paid no 
ial attention to the man who reg- 
■d as Walter Poref until the maid 
the housekeeper to his room 
the ifcxt morning. 

No photographs were taken in the 
hotel room to establish the trajectory 
of the bullet; no effort was taken to 
recover the bifliet from the wall; no 
fingerprints were sought All this was 
common practice when there was any 
suspicion of crime. But the Immediate 
police assumption was that they were 
dealing with a clear-cut case of suicide, 
sad the coroner took their word for it 
that afternoon. 
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forms that would meal mortal black- 
mail to the addressees but not to the 
blackmailer, however astute be might 

be. •' 

*1 believe, - the widow told the press, 
-the letter (to her) was written under 
coercion- The OGFU had threatened 
that they would kidnap or harm me 
and our chOd unless he did what they 
directed— kill himself. He made this 
bargain because of his great love for 
u But be was murdered to this fashion 
Just as surely as though they had pulled 
the trigger of the gun" 

Waldman argued passionately tor an 
FBI investigation. It was refused on 
the ground that a possible murder to 
the District of Columbia was not a 
^ Federal but a local crime and that 
jurisdiction rested entirely with the 
Metropolitan Police. The lawyer pointed 
out that KriviUky had been and was 
likely to have continued to be a witness 
before congressional committees and 
grand juries, and that could have been 
a proper basis for an F?1 Investigation. 

After 34 hours of hullabaloo to the 
press and a Congressman’s speech de- 
ploring Inefficient, negligent police 
work on the case, the Washington 
police reluctantly reopened It They In- 
terviewed the maid, the housekeeper, 
the bellboy and the hotel manager 
though not apparently, the guests in 
the rooms adjacent to Krivitsky. 

They checked the empty shell found 
dd the floor and ecufinned that it was 
„ fired from Krivitsky 1 * 38. It was too 
late to look for fingerprint* on the gun. 
It had been covered with blood when 
the police first arrived and had been 
cleaned in the meantime. 
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A Question cf Style 

r lAT EVENING, however, Louis 
Waldman, Tonya Krivitsky and 
ether people spoke out to challenge 
the verdict. Waldman hurried to Wash- 
ington. It was too late to seek evidence 
at the scene of Krivitsky's death ; every- 
thing had been tidied. 

There was no doubt that Krivitsky 
bad died with his brains blown out, 
but no absolute proof that the gun 
found to his room was the weapon 
med nor that he and no one else had 
pulled the trigger. All that was left 
?ii the body, the three notes and the 
bog Krivitsky story with Its heavily 
barged undertones. 

*ne notes looked icTfeiplsniUny *« 
toe police, but to people who knew 
Irivitsky, they looked strange in many 
touib- It vti bis hand writing, all 
vwkl and it vi« as the tame kind of 
p^#f that the ltoberts had given him 
« Virginia farm. But the style 
pot quite typical of Krivtuky. 

V .rgj^vtc carried a sentence beneath 
wsgnature. He had waver been a 
■A Is write postscripts, a man to 
htw afterthoughts All who knew him 
*rwd that he. always was dear In bis 
mUi so wK4 be wanted to say and 
atoned nnen he bad amid ft 
la* PS. mentioned third peraooa. 
note to Waldman had an added 
af erring to the Doberta, thou gh 
ww to name. The note to Sutanne 
LVtoette mentioned her brother end 
attorn. Uv, though they acareely knew 
Krmnky. He was a man thoroughly 
tttatd to recognise the implications 
af Wfolvement to acandaL It was add 
- thx be should drag the name* of fr- 
it people into hi* personal 


Invented a Telegram 

R eporters tracked down 

Mrs. Dobert on her farm. She had 
first learned of Krivitsky's death from 
the Tuesday morning papers at her 
friend's house to Washington, where 
abe had spent the night after leaving 
Krivitsky at the station. At first She 
refused to believe it, still sure that be 
had returned to New York the previous 
Sunday. But there was his picture and 
photostats of the notes to his hand- 
writing. ‘ ' 

Distraught and bewildered, she In- 
vented for her hostess a telegram from 
her husband asking her to come borne 
quickly. She drove off without a word 
about the affair. But when it came out 
tint abe had brought Krivitsky to 
Washington and was one of the last 
to see him, her evidence waa sought 
Detective Chief Bernard W, Thomp- 
son reported to the press that “now, as 
before, we are convinced that Krivitsky 
killed himself." The Washington Post 
reporter added to his account, "Thomp- 
son stressed the words 'as before/ an*, 
phaaixtng that almnat from the moment 
he wa« found . . . investigators have 
deemed the death a suicide" The police 
were smarting under the charge of In- 
excusably sloppy work when the body 
was found. 

The only thing lira Dobert was able 
to mj to repeated questions about 
Krivitsky*! state o i mind when Ae 
left him, and about clues to bU inten- 
tions from bis behavior over the week- 
end, was: ~He did tell me, Tf anything 
Should happen to me, took after Alex 
and Tonya. 1 That was on the drive back 
to Washington on Sunday, I said. Don't 
be sflJy, Walter. Nothing will happen 
to you.’ He didn't argue' with that Hr 


vestlgate the ease* tV 
ra S. i. Trwr In the ttOa of J. Kdgti 
Boom, wbo did ** permuBj audit 1| 
a pubLfc or agree to meivo j|| 

Waldman. - . S:.tv.’. 

Kmpipm with few* ■ttdwtja 
m uniat editorial policies kept 4 tha 
clamor for a few days, reviewing soma 
of Krivitsky's life and other cares aC^j| 
OGPU assassinstions beyond Sovtot ^j 
borders. Newspapers with Strong leftist 
editorial policies answered 4rriMvejj^J| 
Ben Becbt wrote in PM: “Swtoghto 
Roman candles over Its head, blowing 
smoke cut cf Its ears, complete with „„ 
electric-lighted nose, fright wig and fire ' J? 
gong hitched to its fanny, the Press la 
galumphing up and down the highways 45 
looking for the scoundrel wbo mur-j-j 
dered that darling man, Gen. Walter J| 
Krivitsky . . * The point and purpose^ 
of the Rumpelstiltskin manhunt Is to 
blow up the deviltries of Stalinism and § 
allow Moscow, rather than Berlin, to * 
frighten the pants off everybody V. * :'ji| 
, The Red Menace being I 

of the comatose Krivitsky is on your , 
corner newsstand. And the presses ^ 
printing it are not being supervised by 1 
OGPU and Gestapo chieftains, knout 
in hand. It is, nevertheless, as giddy 3 

an example of the cynical contempt for ' 

readers' intelligence as ever came over 
the Short waves from Europe . . 'i 
Ralph Ingersoll, also in PM, poured A 
scorn on the fuss and asked with ^ 
righteous indignation why Krivitsky’s " 
death deserved more attention than |j 
the seven lines reporting the suiddc 1 
bf a Brooklyn clothing worker oafS 
the same day. “Where Is our con- '3 
science . . .?" he demanded. “What ^ 
treacherous OGPU lives In us that wt j 
must accept and Uke tote our hearts % 
any dirty rat . . .?** — f 


A Belated Interest 


_i 


rpHEN THE EXCHANGES of vtto-lj 
X peration shifted to other topics, 
other news. Nobody reported aeetog 
Ham Bmetse again. Twenty-five yean 
later. Intelligence services In the ' 
United States and Western Europe 
would, in the words of one o ff i ci a l , 
“give an eyetooth to find him.* They 
no longer doubt his existence. . 

After the war, the FBI did develop 
an interest to the Krivitsky case and 
its implications. It began collecting a 
file which is still secret Suicide is no 
longer a firmly held official judgment 
But neither has any new ovideace 
emerged to prove that KririUky was 
murdered, by another or by hu own 
hand under threat of dire harm to his 
wife and the son he adored. 

The boy has grown op now and is 
an engineer living a normal life under 
another name. The widow, wbo also 
uses another paxne* Still lives in New 
York, ill after all the years of desperate ’ 
struggle to earn a bring and protect 
her §dti_ They are so longer afraid, hut 
they have had nothing more to do with 
politics since that February day to IMLL 

The proof of exactly what happened 
must lie In Soviet police archives, more 
secret even than the guarded FBI and 
CIA flies on the case, for whether the 
OGPU engineered Krivitsky** death or 
■imply sat by and won hi goal without 
autos, reports had to be made. 

Bat even ns a riddle, ~KrtvUxky*a 
stor y illuminated a period and its 
a n g uine aftermath. The frenzy of the . 
postwar Communist bouts bad its 
roots to the prewar propaganda battles 




' Htmi |Oi An otiuriaJ denunciation out 
of th* White House before other* in 
State could water It down. But It wu 
fallowed by ah internal tug-of-war over 

- whether the Baltic States 1 assets in the 

.United Staten should be handed over 

to the Russians m Moscow was de- 

, manding. 

i Nobody succeeded In establishing an 
orderly system oi policy priorities that 
nstalned the h a tic ala of opposing 
Hitler and still left room far what 
aaemed conflicting decisions on the 
merits of Immediate questions. It 
*o touch that Xitrltsky %as 

. frown out of the picture; he Just never 
get Ml 

1)10 situation he confronted was 

- demonstrated even more clearly when, 
to 1941, Isaac Don Levine arranged a 
meeting between Whittaker Chambers 

• and Adolf Berie. Chambers, reinforced 
by the details be had learned from 
Krtrftsky, recited a story of 'spy rings 

' within the United States Government 
tod provided a series of names. One 
of them was Alger Hiss, 

There were other respected officials, 
n was an explosive charge with much 
substantiating circumstance. Berie took 

- tt to the White House. Nobody paid 
any attention. There was no invesfiga- 

. tioiL The incident was forgotten until 
It was brought out in the postwar crow* 

• firs of charge* and countercharges that 
led to the Hiss triaL 

In the McCarthy period that followed, 
deliberate suppression was charged. 
But the atmosphere at the time of the 
Chamb er* -Berie meeting makes it more 
hkely that the Berie memorandum was 
simply brushed of i as a part of the 
continuing game of push and pull in 
the State Department, not to be taken 
aurloualy. The Acbeaos side automati- 
cally supposed that there would be 

, something fishy in anything that came 
from Berie, and vice versa. 


to 

* 
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The Ollier Extreme 


1 : 


There were prospects, top. Dobert 
. had become a lecturer at the nearby 
( Jdvmity of Virginia. Kriritaky was 
'-Attracted by the Idea. He began to 
talk about moving with his wife and 
thild to Join the Dobertx, and work tlu 
farm it partnership. 


Two Open Attempt# 

^TtHERB WAS SOME urgency In eon* 
A sidering tbs move. Twice since he 
had been in Use United States, then 
had been what he considered open 
.. OGPO attempts to surround and then, 
no doubt, to kill him. On other occa- 
sions, be had grounds for suspicion. 

Once he had called Loy Henderson 
at the State Department to say that ha 
was in danger, and was told to get In 
touch with the New York police. The 
police were. In effect, willing enough 
to hold a nervous foreigner's hand If 
he dropped into a precinct station, but 
they were neither able nor willing to 
give regular protection. 

Then in early 1MI, Kriritaky re- 
ceived a message that set him shiver- 


rriHZ HAPHAZARD concern for se* 
A curlty, the personal animosities, 
the emotional frenzy stirred for Russia 
cues the U-S-SJU and the United State* 
>16100 allies in war — this immoderate 
background was doubtless an important 
factor in twinging the pendulum wildly 
t* the other extreme when World War 
Q had ended and the cold war was at 
Us height Looking back, the McCarthy- 
ttei decided that there must have been 
conspiracies because so much careless- 
ness seemed Incredible in the new post- 
war awareness of intelligence opera* 
ttno*. 

There had been espionage and Com- 
sumlst penetration of the Government 
without doubt Those germs of sub- 
Wmrs were multiplied into a national 
Ira because they were so difficult 
to trace In the general mush of the 

- period that had harbored them. Ac- 
cording to their temperament, people 
eoedtoded either that the whole cul- 

- tore was tainted or that it had always 

pore. — - 

Emotion give credibility on a basis 
rf very few facts In the 'McCarthy 
period. Just as it had denied credibility 
•o a basis of very many facts in the 
period of Stalin'* purges. Kriritaky 

happened to speak at the wrong time 
to be heard in earnest. He even died 
to the wrong time to be burled in 


A 



Alexander Kerensky, former 
leader of Russia, uvi convinced 
that Stalin agents murdered 
Krvcitsky. 


ing with fright He took it to his law- 
yer, Louis WaJdman. ou Jsel 9. ft was 
addressed to hu [mod Suzanne Lafol* 
lette. who had banded it m. The mes- 
sage read: 

“WU1 you r lease Inform your hon- 
orable friend K that an ominous person 
is in New York.: Hans , . - KT*) devious 
practice* hardly justify this warning 1 
hesitate to send it It may be better to 
let the rats devour each other." ' 

The note was from Paul Wot l, bitter 
over bis quarrel with RritllAy, which 
bad been primarily about money, but 
still aware of his former friend’s d*n- 


By **riy 1M1, he was hack la the 
United Stale* and oat of weam. He 
bad quarreled with his collaborators 
and exhausted the friction of revela- 
tions ha was prepared to make. Still 
Reding the pape r s and watching Euro- 
pean developments closely, be hoped 
to put his^p^vtzwting mind and burden 
nf existence to use as a foreign affair* 
wntoyto. Columns at* not so easily come 
He began to cast about far a new 
atari in Ufa. 

fite fritadx Kite l and Marguerite 


tod X riritoky" 


vu« was no permit was bill— nj to 
Virginia, but he did t$j that he wa* 
go+ r therv to arrange to buy a fna . 
R[kan insisted that the reluctant 
Bn»w s n testify before a New Yttt leg- 
islative t 
tountem la the j 
wanted the i 

until after tbs Virginia trip. HM 1 
tog was set for Monday, Feb. la 
Th* Friday before, be took faa train . 
aouth. He stopped off la Washington to 
■to W g — d cr aaa, meottoatog bio 
new fun and his d eri sion to buy a gum 
far or if -defense. Then bg wept toU^, 
the farm near ChariotteevOle. v* , 
The Dobcrta listened fa Us explana- 
tions and answered Us an ml fur 
stream of questions, but they oouUnt 
kelp feeling dubious. 

"T Just couldn’t m Walter as a 
chicken fanner," Marguerite grid later. 
"He was a total intellectual. Just not' 
the type." ». i 

Kriritaky was a man without hob- 
bies, without interest in sports, fa 
nature. In the use of his hands or legs 
few the pleasure of it tt was the brain 
that did all his working and living. Bat 
be went on endlessly about the farm, 

IbJ chorea, the cost 
Ail that remained to settle the deal, 
be said, wu for his wife Tonya to have 
a look and give her agreement. Tonya 
and their son Alek, then t, had stayed 
b eh ind In New York that weekend. 

Kriritaky went on about his plans 
tote into the night Tired from the 
day's work, the Dobetts went to bed, 
but after a abort time, Krtvitsky 
knocked on Lhcir door. He had a bed 
headache and couldn't sleep, he said 
Marguerite, a t*n t warm woman of 
great practical competence and steady 
good cheer, handed him pome aspirin 
and writing paper from behind the 
door. She wished bin/ goodnight 
But her guest »u restless. The next 
morning be told them that be atill 
couldn't sleep after writing his letters 
and had gone for a walk to the woods. 

He spoke appreciatively of the country-' 
side, especially the bobtwa IV* safe 
and peaceful here, be told the Dobcrta 
“He was nervous," Marguerite tod 
later, “but then he always was- After- 
ward, l couldn't help thinking that t 
should have noticed more carefully 
whether there, was something wrong. 
But I didn't. I didn't think of anything! 

He was the usual higb-atniug Walter." 


The reference to Hans meant Hua 
Brjf5» 4 the Dutchman who had once 
worked for KriviLsky and twice before 
had tried to kill him Wohl had Keen 
Bruesse boarding a bus on a Manhat- 
tan street. The** was no question of 
identity; be was sun. He had known 
the Dutchman well in the days when 
Bruesae was s favorite at Krlritsky** 
headquarters in The Hague. 

Eriritsky was just a* sure, when be 
received the warning, that Bm case’s 
sudden and no doubt illegal appear- 
ance to the United States was to fulfill 
the old mission. An OGPU agent who 
had failed twice was bound to be in 
serious trouble himself, red eema ble 
only by final success. 

Krivitsky began to talk about buying 
a gun to protect him—if Waldman 
printed out that in New York or New 
Jcney, tos would have to fat a permit. 


Target Practice 

S ATURDAY MORNING, Xrtrttjfcy 
and Marguerite Dobert drove tot* 
CharkKtesvdle. They went Va a hard- 
ware store and bought a pa without 
any difficulty. Later, the rWt kka 
tided the gua as the aoe found to toe 
hotel tvaw and he fcdrquSrd Mra 
Dobert and a photograph of Kriritifcy 
so the customers who had bought tt. 

For same reason never brought wet, 
be sold mus hr oom bullets ax ammuni- 
tion instead of ordinary bullets, un- 
usual for sate to a person explaining 
that be lived Is c wil 'mess sad 
needed something to project him s e lf. 
When be spoke about the gun. sc eonj - 
jng to aB those who beard him, Kririt* 
sky talked only In terms of hts urges * 
Deed for self-protection after the warn- 
ing he received. 

The next day, Marguerite Dobert 
draw Xrtvftaky back to Washington 
So be could catch a train. He sta- 
tioned his appointment In New Yoct 
, on Monday morning. She took a wroof 
turning on the way and for a tow 
they wandered about country roads 
TjW rbe remembered that as ri 
danc e that they had Dot been fallouri 
because she would have noticed to- 
other ear on the back roads. - 

Before rise dropped him *4 the c«** 
of Union Station, the asked KririsAy 
If ha wanted her to mail the letter* k 
h«3 mentioned 'writing lata Fridw 
right- Ha aald ha would look after t 
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Walter u a 
ite said later. 


| ual, just not 




without bob' 
a sports, in 
hands or legs 
vis the brain 
3 Q living. But 
jut the farm. 


found In his room was the weapon 
used nor that he and no one else had 
polled the trigger. All that / \ left 
was the body, the three oote^^/ the 
long KriviUky story with its oearily 
charged undertone*. 

The notes looked self explanatory to 
the police, bat to people who knew 
Kriviteky. they looked strange in many 
details. It was bis handwriting, all 
right, and ft was on the same kind of 
paper that the Doberts had given him 
at their Virginia farm. But the style 
was pot quite tjpkil of EriTiisky- 

X^hjwte carried a sentence beneath 
the signature. Be had never been a 
min to write postscripts, a man to 
have afterthoughts. All who knew him 

agreed that he always was dear In his 

mind on what he wanted to say and 
stopped when he had said It 

P.S, mentioned third persons. 
The note to Waldman had an added 
Item referring to the Doberts. though 
not by name* The note to Suzanne 
LafoUctte mentioned her brother and 


atfterdn-lsw, though they scarcely knew 
Kriviteky. /lie was a man thoroughly 
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writing. ✓ 

Distraught mad bewftdcnd, *» ’v 
vented for her baste* s telegram ( ) 

her husband «H"( ber to come kj* 
qokkly. She drove off without ■ wort 
about the affair. Bui when tt tm oat 
that she had brought Krtvttaky to 
Washington and was owe of tie l*t 
to see him, her evidence was soughs. 

Detective Chief Bernard W, Tbomp- 
aon reported to the press that -now, as 
before, we art convinced that Kriviteky 
killed Mmaelf." Tie Washington Post 
reporter added in his account, "TboEop- 



After too «e, H 
m totcrcot la too 
tt» b n yfacaU — a It 
CO* which to toJB ascrvL 
longer a firmly told 


atm Stressed too words 'as before/ 

□omul 


trained tin recognize toe implications 
of involvement in scandaL It was odd 
that be should drag the names of ir- 
itlcnot p*oplt into hi* p«r»n»l 
tragedy. 

Even more inexplicable to his Into 
mates was the vague, allusive tone of 
the note*. They said nothing specific 
about any intention of killing himself 
or why. The nearest they came to the 
self justif ication that U the one con- 
stant to expect in suicide notes was a 
general reference to the inescapable 
obligation to -go " Only the note to his 
wife Tonya went that far. It said: 

“This is very difficult and I want to 
live very badly, but it is impossible. I 
tove you, my only one. It is difficult 
for me to write, but think about me 
ud then you will understand that I 
must go. Don’t tell .Me* yet where his 
father is gone. I believe that in time 
you will tell him because it i* best ter 
him Forgive, it is very bard to write. 
Take care of him and be a good mother 
to him, and be always quiet and never 
get angry at him. 

*Be is very good, and always very 
pik. Good people will help row. biff 
■frtvovour*- I toink * frvmdi ■** big- 
T row. Twaj ■ and Ahr*. I embrace 
Teto 

PPl. Os toe farm af Dobertov f 
wrote this yiUfttUy. but t d*d not 
Mr any strength in New York. I did 
MS hare any business to Washington. 
I went to see Dobertov because that Is 
the only place I could get toe EreinO." 

It had been written in Rus s ia n . Mrs. 
Enritsky challenged the police trsns- 
tottou aa soon as sbe saw the note. 
Instead of rendering the first sentence 
to suggest that Kriviteky found it 
"Impossible” to live, she said, a correct 
fcsaslation would be: 

'll is very difficult but I want very 
tony to uve, but to Uve la w longer 


ph ail ling that almost from the mo 
he was found , . . investigators have 
deemed the death a suicide." The police 
were smarting under the charge of to 
excusably sloppy work when the body 
fu found. 

The only thing Mrs. Dobert wss able 
to say to repeated question* about 
Krivitxky's state of mind when toe 
left him end about clue* to hi* inten- 
tion* from his behavior over the week- 
end, was: "He did tell me, *11 anything 
should happen to me, look after Alex 
and Tonya* That was on the drive back 
to Washington on Sunday. 1 said, 'Don’t 
be silly, Walter. Nothing will happen 
to you.' Be didn’t argue' with that He 
was ealm and cheerful, still full of 
plans about toe farm-" 


Ideological Debate 
npHE REAFFIRMED coroner's verdict 
X did not end the excited public 
argument. Pressed again. the FBI said 
that it "did not and is not going to to 


tac Kmtufcy wen/ 
murdered, by another «r by hto m 
band muter threat af dirt ton to ^ 
wife and the son he adored. * >< 

The boy ban grown if now md to 

an engineer Urine a normal Uto ■wtor, 
another name. The widow, who a toe 
wo enother pam^ *UH ho to Nr* 
York, 111 after all the yean of desperate 
straggle to earn a living mad protect 
her son. They are no longer afraid. Vet 
they bare had nothing more to do with 
politic* since that February day to LKL 

The proof af exactly what hsppsd 
must lie In Soviet police archive*, mm 
secret eves than the guarded FBI and 
CIA files an the case, for whether the 
OOP l e&s necicd Eririteky** death or 
simply sat >? and won ite goal without 
exertion, report* had to be made. 

But even as a riddle, Kriviteky'* 
story illuminated a period and Its 
sanguine aftermath. The frenzy of the 
postwar Communist bust* bad Its 
root* In the prewar propaganda battle* 
and the lackadaisical unconcern for 
security to those day*. 

Nobody responsible then bothered 
much With the kind of problem Eririk 
sky evoked. Then, as now, many 
shouted at each other to advance theft 
argument*. Few looked to tbit east a! 
band. 


Reiss’s body, riddled with machinegun 

eh 


bullets, was found beside a lonely 
road in Switzerland. 


Inference of Coercion 

; LOGIC of the situation and the 
emed to dictate that legUb 
mate suicide notes would have lead 
quite differently, with some mention 
«f the OGPIT* bounding him , his disil- 
toaonment with Moscow, his problems 
to creating a new life in the United 
States. If Kriviteky did choose to kill 
himself, the*; were doubtless the raw 
•so*, and fc was not given to cryptic 


to to Ologteal No certain deductions 
Raid be made from the notes. But 
, their very oddness served to convince 
Ms wife and other Intimates that he 
tod been cunning to the end. 

the notes read, they felt, aa If 
Krtvitsky toad been forced to writ* 
them and had cannfly found words and 
........ - 
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Letter to SAC, New York \“ 

Re: Antonina S. Krivitsky, aka \ 

100-11146 



NOTE : 

The subject Is the widow of Walter Krivitsky, a 
Soviet Intelligence defector who died under mysterious 
circumstances In Washington, D# C,, In 1939* 
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